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Regent meets European deputies 

AMMAN (Pera) - HRH Crown fw Hawm the 

for establishing ac^moo 
gromtl for the three .main tracks through which the 

< Jf a “ wi *’ Hels ^. Baralom 
and Madnd, snessmg the need to give due attention to 
economic, security, human and cultural factor. Du> 



■ , . — — wjiuiLi oeiQp exenea to 

E-SSS? ■ faang ^ P““ Process. The 
Regent stressed the importance of increasing econom- 
ic and cultural cooperation between the Middle East 
and European countries. He also called for dealing 

r 1J f C Sf I '= C0< ? prehensive m *™«. pointing out 
ftat the Mddle East is the sole region that lacks area- 
tre for defusing and solving conflicts. 



Suspect arrested over death of Kateb 

AMMAN (AFP) — The authorities said Saturday 
they had arrested a man suspected of killing a demon- 
strator during pro-Iraqi riots in the southern city of 
Ma’an in February. A senior Jordanian official said 
the man. who has not been named, was a resident of 
Ma’an, 220 kilometres south of the capital. The offi- 
cial. who asked to remain anonymous, said the sus- 
pect opened lire on several occasions during the riots 
on Feb. 20, and that one of the bullets accidentally 
killed 23-year-old Mohammad Abdullah A! Kateb. He 
said the suspect was identified after examining 
weapons seized by the authorities in Ma’an following 
the riots. The two days of demonstrations in Ma’an on 
Feb. 20 and 21 also left 23 people injured. 
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Regent tells intellectuals: 

Dialogue, based on facts, is 
road to Arab renaissance 

‘Intellect, reason should prevail over political emotions ’ 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan inaugurates an Arab Thought Forum seminar 
on Saturday (Photo by Yousef "Allan) 


Forum must rejuvenate, 
tackle Inter- Arab issues 



BADEN-BADEN — King Hussein and German President Roman Herzog look at the tro- 
phy which His Majesty received at the German Media Award 1997 ceremony. The 
award was given by editors of newspapers, magazines and TV stations to the King 
because of his efforts to further Mideast peace (Reuters photo) 

King urges Netanyahu 
to revive peace process 

‘ Those who stand as an obstacle in the path of peace are 
imprisoning themselves within their own narrow minds' 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
emphasised the need for the 
Arab Nation to adopt the 
principles of dialogue and 
to pursue the course of sci- 
entific research in order to 
transform aspirations into 
facts. 

In an address at the open- 
ing of a seminar organised 
by the Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF), Prince Hassan said 
that every nation is aware of 
the challenges facing it and 
takes measures to deal with 
them, but this does not 
mean that it must live in 
isolation from the world 
community and it should 
rather readjust its position 
to . ensure adaptation to the 
world in a mann er that 
would serve its own objec- 
tives. 

Prince Hassan, who is the 
ATFs president, said there 
was need for openness to 
the world and for renounc- 
ing all forms of bigotry and 
opposition merely for the 
sake of opposing others’ 
views.' 

Perhaps the most danger- 
ous challenge facing die 
Arab Nation is the task of 
adaptation to the informat- 
ics revolution without 
infringing on Arab identity 
and culture, the Crown 
Prince pointed out at the 
seminar entitled: Arab 

thought vis a vis interna- 
tional developments... 
democracy and globalisa- 
tion. 

He said that advanced 
nations turn to deep study, 
analysis and logic before 
reaching solutions, and they 
never base their decisions 


TEL AVIV (R) — US. spe- 
cial envoy Dennis Ross 
began a fresh mission cm Sat- 
urday to revive stalled peace 
talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians with Washing- 
ton gloomy about the 
prospects for a breakthrough. 

Mr. Ross launched his trip 
with talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and was also due 
to meet Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, possibly on 
Sunday. 

He was driven into Mr. 
Netanyahu’s residence 
through a side entrance, 
avoiding about 50 protesters 
from die Israeli Peace Now 
movement. They held up a 
poster depicting Me 
Netanyahu in diapers stran- 
gling a dove of peace. 

Mr. Ross, accompanied by 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indyk, was sent to the 
region ahead of separate 
meetings U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
will hold with Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Netanyahu in London on 
May 4. 

Stare Department spokes- 
man James Rubin said on 
Friday that die peace 
process, at a deadlock for 
more than a year, was now 
“increasiiigly moribund.” 

“We have no reason at this, 
point to know that this meet- 
ing will yield anything but 
the kind of refusal to make 
hard decisions that we've* 
seen in the past," Mr. Rubin 
told repeaters. 

He said it was “bard to be 
optimistic** about progress. 

Washington is seeking a 
“credible” Israeli troop with- 


on individual work nor 
upon sentiments which nor- 
mally lead to confusion. 

In this respect, he called 
for thought to have a role in 
dealing with challenges and 
crises and for defining 
objectives, stressing the 
need for expanding the con- 
cept of democracy to cater 
to the requirements of 
world developments. 

He said that in order to 
deal with the absence of 
democratic institutions and 
free political action within 
the limits of pluralism and 
the failure of the Arab 
region to confront world 
developments, erne should 
give a wider margin of 
freedom for Arab thought, 
in order for an individual to 
better express his views in 
an objective and construc- 
tive manner. 

The Regent stressed that 
believers in human thought 
realise that the shaping of 
the future requires a great 
deal of sacrifice, diligence 
and patience, adding that 
the future requires a code of 
conduct for the Straggle 
against irrationality, igno- 
rance and intellectual 
intimidation. 

In his address attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and other 
ministers along with schol- 
ars, intellec tuals and 
deputies from Jordan and 
Arab states, the Regent said 
that the ATF had sought 
since its inception to draft 
an effective mechanism that 
can help enhance Arab cul- 
ture and reproduce the 
image of the Arab citizen in 

(Continued on page 7) 


drawal from a reported 13 
per cent of the West Bank in 
return for tougher Palestinian 
action against Islamists. 

It believes this would lead 
to negotiations on a final 
peace settlement that are 
meant to conclude by May 4, 
1999, exactly one year after 
the London meeting. 

Israel has rejected the 
reported percentage as unac- 
ceptable, citing security con- 
cerns. 

U.S. officials said Mr. Ross 
expected to pin down pre- 
cisely bow much West Bank 
land Israel was willing to 
cede to Palestinians. 

“Mr. Ross has arrived to 
lay the groundwork for the 
London talks, which are 
aimed at ending the current 
crisis over troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank,* 1 aU.S. 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special 10 the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Rejuvenating 
the membership of the Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) to 
revitalise the organisation 
by bringing in new genera- 
tions was one of the key 
points discussed at the 
ATF’s eleventh annual 
meeting Saturday. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
stressed the importance of 
youth telling the Jordan 
Times “we cannot continue 
to present ‘cooked meals' 
recipes for Arab national- 


official said. 

Mr. Arafat said on Satur- 
day that Mr. Ross's mission 
did not include negotiations 
with the Palestinian leader- 
ship on the U.S. proposals, 
which he has said he accepts 
in principle. 

“He is coming to push the 
Israelis to accept the Ameri- 
can initiative." Mr. Arafat 
told reporters in Gaza on his 
return from a visit to Ger- 
many. 

Israeli officials have sought 
to play down expectations 
for die envoy's visit and die 
London talks. 

David Bar Qian, Mr. 
Netanyahu's communica- 
tions advisor, said Israel was 
particularly interested in 
concluding agreements on 
the opening of an airport and 
industrial park in Gaza, two 


ism, for example, that do 
not recognise and respect 
and involve youth.” 

The Forum groups a 
select number of Arab 
thinkers and scholars and 
debates contemporary Arab 
issues hoping to have some 
impact on policies. The 
Crown Prince said that the 
Forum is an important tool 
in bridging the gap between 
scholars and intellectuals 
and in promoting indepen- 
dent thought as it brings 
together “the left, the right, 
the Marxist. Islamic 
thought, and every single 
shade and hue” 


other issues outstanding 
from interim peace deals. 

Israeli Agriculture Minister 
Rafael Btan told Israel’s 
Channel One television that 
the cabinet had yet to decide 
on how much land Israel was 
willing to give up. 

“We still haven’t decided 
on the size or time or per- 
centages,” the hardline min- 
ister said. ‘There's no huny 
to give things back and 
there's no hurry to contribute 
to the destruction of the 
country.” 

U.S. Vice-President A1 
Gore will also try to break 
the logjam when he visits the 
Middle East next week. He is 
due to arrive on Thursday for 
Israel's 50th anniversary cel- 
ebrations and will meet both 
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
ArafaL 


Following the opening 
session, former ATF Secre- 
tary General AJi Oumlil, 
presented a paper on “The 
Positions of Arab Thinking 
Towards International 
Change.” 

The paper reviewed the 
nature of governance in the 
Arab countries and the cur- 
rent positions of Arab 
thinking towards democra- 
usation and globalisation. 

“Results on the democra- 
tisation front have not been 
all that encouraging." noted 

ATF Secretary General 

(Continued on page 7) 


Lebanon ready 
to talk to U.N. 
on Israeli 
withdrawal 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon is 
ready to negotiate with die 
UN. secretary general on the 
deployment of Lebanese 
troops following an Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon, the 
Lebanese president was quot- 
ed as saying Friday. 

In an interview with Beirut’s 
leading newspaper A1 Nahar, 
President Elias Hrawi reiterat- 
ed Lebanon's rejection of 
Israel's demand to discuss 
security arrangements before 
a withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon. 

He said Lebanon was will- 
ing to discuss with UN. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan on 
the deployment of units from 
Lebanon’s 55,000-strong 
army in the south following an 
Israeli withdrawal 

Tf the secretary-general 
wants to negotiate with me 
[on the Lebanese army 
deployment], I am ready," Mr. 
Hrawi was quoted as saying 

Lebanon and Syria, the 
main power broker here, have 
rejected Israel’s conditional 
withdrawal offer which was 
made earlier this month, 
insisting that UN. Resolution 
425 calls on Israel to uncondi- 
tionally withdraw from the 10 
per cent of Lebanese territory 
it now occupies. 

“If the Israelis want to sit at 
a table to negotiate on how to 
withdraw, this is notour prob- 
lem. Israel has invaded 
Lebanon.” Mr Hrawi was 
quoted as saying. 


By Fairouz Abu Ghazaleh 
Special 10 the Jordan Times 

BADEN-BADEN, Ger- 
many — His Majesty King 
Hussein urged Israel's hard- 
line Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
help revive the Middle East 
peace process warning that 
the continued deadlock on 
the Palestinian-Israeli track 
was threatening the whole 
region. 

The King, speaking late 
on Friday after receiving 
the 1997 German Media 
Award for his dedication 
and commitment to peace, 
called on Mr. Netanyahu to 
respect peace agreements 
with the Palestinians and to 
resume bilateral talks, 
stalled over a further Israeli 
West Bank troop pullback. 

He said the region was 
passing through a very cru- 
cial stage and expressed 
hope that the foundations of 
peace will be laid on all 
Arab-Israeli peace tracks so 
that a settlement can be 
comprehensive. 

He criticised Mr. 
Netanyahu, who opposes 
the basis of the peace 
process, launched in 
Madrid in 1991. 


By .Alia Shukri Hamzeh 
Special 10 r he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — State-run Jor- 
dan Television tJTVj, cele- 
brating its 30th anniversaiy, 
said on Saturday it will 
launch a third channel dedi- 
cated to sports and cultural 
events as part of a major 
plan to refurbish its image, 
dented by growing popular 
criticism. 

Nasser Judeh, director 
general of Jordan's Radio 
and Television, said the new 
image will include a new 
JTV logo as well as a com- 
prehensive series of pro- 
grammes. Bui he gave no 
cost estimates. 

“Launching a third chan- 
nel has always been the 
dream of JTV,” he told a 
news conference, “and now. 
with God’s will, it will come 
true as of the 1st of May.” 

Mr. Judeh said the new 
channel will cover an area 
that includes Amman, Salt. 
Zarqa, Irbid, Naour and 
Aqaba in the first stage. He 
said the public would be 


“We all agree and we 
must insist to have agree- 
ments reached as sacro- 
sanct,” King Hussein said. 

“We cannot change our 
minds... we cannot alter 
faers because we have not 
thought enough...” 

Mr. Netanyahu took over 
in June 1996 from the 
Labour-led Israeli govern- 
ment that signed peace 
deals with Jordan and the 
PLO. 

“Those who stand as an 
obstacle in the path of 
peace are imprisoning 
themselves within their 
own narrow minds,” he 
added. 

The King also blasted Mr. 
Netanyahu for saying that 
he would not accept any 
imposed ideas from the 
United States, the main bro- 
ker of the seven-year-old 
peace process, to break the 
impasse. 

“So, when we hear some 
say, as a colleague in the 
region recently said, that 
we do not accept any dic- 
tates, it is not a question of 
dictate,” he added. 

“But when things go 
wrong, the U.S. and our 
friends in Europe are duty- 
bound to come and help 


notified about the channel's 
transmission hours once 
they are finalised. 

JTV, which gained admin- 
istrative and financial inde- 
pendence from the govern- 
ment earlier this year, has 
been facing tough competi- 
tion from scores of Arab and 
international television sta- 
tions beamed on world 
satellites. Citizens have 
often complained of the 
JTV's poor programme 


with balanced suggestions. 
It is our duty to achieve 
durable peace for the gener- 
ations to come," King Hus- 
sein stressed. 

The audience at the cere- 
mony in the main German 
spa town of Baden-Baden 
included German President 
Roman Herzog, Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, and 
former Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres. 

Mr. .Arafat himself won 
the same Media prize in 
1995 together with the late 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, who was 
awarded posthumously. 

The King, flanked by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, 
praised Mr. Arafat’s long- 
struggle to attain Palestin- 
ian aspirations and assured 
him of Jordan's continued 
backing. 

The King also said Mr. 
Netanyahu could be sure of 
the Kingdom's support as 
long as he backed peace 
efforts. 

“I hope and ask that he 
will commit himself to our 
course, the course of peace 

(Continued on page 7) 


quality compared to what is 
shown on rival stations in 
the region and abroad. JTV 
has insisted that budget con- 
straints have limited its 
choices. 

Mr. Judeh said the new 
channel will compliment 
existing second channel's 
broadcasting programmes 
and news bulletins in 

{Continued on page 7) 


Mubarak accuses Netanyahu of 
failing to honour commitments 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak has accused Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu of failing to 
honour Israeli commitments under signed 
peace accords, only days before the two 
leaders are due to meet here. 

But Mr. Mubarak also said there were “no 
problems” between Egypt and the Jewish 
state, which signed a peace treaty in 1979, 
according to press reports Saturday. 

Mr. Mubarak, who has been increasingly 
outspoken in his criticism of Israel’s hard- 
line stance in the stalled Palestinian peace 
negotiations, is due to meet Mr. Netanyahu 
on Tuesday in Cairo, for their first meeting 
in a year. 

Mr. Mubarak told a group of journalists 
accompanying him on his brief visit 10 


Syria Friday that he had accused Mr. 
Netanyahu many times of “not honouring 
his commitments and that Egypt supports 
the law,” weekly government newspaper 
Akhbar A1 Yom reported. 

“I continue to advise the Israeli prime 
minister 10 fulfill his commitments in the 
interests of all," government daily A1 
Jornbourivah quoted him as saying. 

. But he added: “There is no problem 
between Egypt and Israel, bur we are striv- 
ing to establish stability in the region.” 

Egypt was the first Arab state to make 
peace with Israel. Although Egyptian- 
Israeli relations have been cool, they have 
further soured since Mr. Netanyahu’s right- 
wing government came to power in 1996. 


Ross launches fresh Mideast peace bid 


Celebrating its 30th anniversary 

JTV launches 3rd channel 



Jordan Television and Radio Director General Nasser 
Judeh talks to reporters at a press conference on Saturday 
(Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 
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At least six Algerian soldiers die 
in attack on barracks — 


papers 


ALGIERS i AFP) — Ai least 
six soldiers were killed in an 
attack by suspected Islamists 
on an army barracks at Lar- 
baa, press reports said Satur- 
day. with some sources 
putting the death toll as high 
as 30. 

Tbe AJ Watan newspaper 
said six people were killed 
when the attackers stormed a 
three-floor villa used as a bar- 
racks overnight Tuesday, lob- 
bing explosives into the house 
and then firing on those who 
tried to flee. 

Al Aril newspaper said its 
sources agreed that some 30 


people died when the build- 
ing collapsed after a home- 
made bomb attack. 

“The residents heard a 
series of explosions, followed 
by gunfire which indicated a 
violent clash," Al Aril said 

The building was located at 
a remote mountain site in an 
area where extremist Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) fighters 
are active, the newspaper 
said. 

Al Watan said that four sol- 
diers had been killed in the 
initial assault on the building 
and two were shot as they 
tried to flee. The attack ended 


with the arrival of army rein- 
forcements, who shot dead 
four of the attackers and 
wounded severe! others. 

It was the latest in a series 
of attacks on soldiers this 
year. On February 19, 27 men 
were killed in a daylight 
ambush some 30 kilometres 
from Tizi Ouzou. 

Reports at the time said tfaar 
several bombs bad gone off as 
a troop convoy passed by. The 
heavily-armed assailants then 
opened fire on the soldiers. 

On April 3. there was 
another bomb attack on a mil- 
itary convoy in Timridjen but 


no casualties were reported. 

The daily Al Aril also 
repeated that two gunmen had 
killed a policeman Friday in 
central Algiers and then fled 

Earlier this week a GIA 
commando fired two home- 
made mortars at tbe garrison 
town of Blida. south of 
Al gier s killing five and 
wounding about 40 other peo- 
ple. 

The highlands overlooking 
Blida are known to be a haven 
for the GIA, the most radical 
Isl amis t movement fighting 
the military-backed secular 
regime. 


Amnesty slams U.N. rights 
commission for lack of action 


GENEVA ( AFP) — Amnesty 
International roundly con- 
demned the UN. Commis- 
sion on Human Rights Friday, 
accusing it of choosing com- 
promise rather than action on 
behalf of victims in countries 
such as Algeria. China, East 
Timor and Saudi Arabia. 

Amnesty delivered a 
scathing message on the final 
day of the annual session of 
the commission, which has 
been strongly criticised by a 
number of other human rights 
defenders too for ignoring 
major violators of U.N. rights 
treaties. 

“During its six-week ses- 
sion. thousands of people 
were killed or injured in Alge- 
ria. yet the Commission did 
nothing." an Amnesty state- 
ment charged. 

“If a blind eye is turned to 
such blatant and often publi- 
cised abuses, what hope can 
victims not in the international 
spotlight have?" 

In January, the Algerian 
government said some 26,500 
civilians and security person- 


nel had died and 21,000 peo- 
ple been injured in political 
violence since the army inter- 
vened in 1992 to keep the 
now-outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front from taking power 
in elections it was poised to 
win. 

Western estimates have put 
the toll at more than 60.000 
dead since 1992. Algerian 
opposition parties have spo- 
ken of more than 100,000 
dead, and massacres have 
been reported almost daily. 

Amnesty said Friday that in 
the face of the Algerian gov- 
ernment's “outright refusal to 
cooperate" with the commis- 
sion. tbe European Union, the 
United States and Canada 
“buckled under," admitting 
they lacked tbe will to take the 
action needed. 

There was no serious dis- 
cussion about the desperate 
need to send an international 
ream to investigate the situa- 
tion and the plight of the 
Algerian victims, and member 
stares hid behind a “barrage of 
contemptible excuses to justi- 


fy their inaction." 

Amnesty said the commis- 
sion also let Saudi Arabia off 
tbe book and that it backed 
down from passing a resolu- 
tion condemning human 
rights abuses in East Timor, a 
former Portuguese colony 
annexed by Indonesia in 1976. 

On East Timor, the commis- 
sion opted for a “weak state- 
ment** from its chairman, hail- 
ing Jakarta's decision to invite 
the U-N.'s working group on 
arbitrary detention to visit the 
province before next year's 
commission session. 

Scrutiny of China's human 
rights records was also con- 
spicuously absent. Amnesty 
said, recalling that the Euro- 
pean Union decided not to 
table a resolution against Bei- 
jing before the session 
opened 

The silence this year “has 
more to do with policy splits 
between the EU member 
states and trade deals than any 
significant improvement in the 
human rights situation in the 
country," Amnesty observed 


Sudan presents security pact to Egypt 

Sudan official pessimistic on peace talks 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan’s interi- 
or minister said in remarks 
published on Saturday that he 
has presented a draft security 
agreement to his Egyptian 
counterpart as part of Khar- 
toum's efforts to improve ties 
with its northern neighbour. 

“The draft agreement was 
sent to Egyptian Interior Min- 
ister [Habib Al Adli] just days 
before my visit to Cairo [last 
week], it covers Sudan's 
views on security coopera- 
tion." Major General Abdul 
Rahim Mohammad Hussein 
told the London-based Al 
Hayai newspaper in an inter- 
view. 

He said he had discussed the 
draft with Mr. Adli at a meet- 
ing held last week on the side- 
lines of a meeting of Arab 
interior ministers that 
approved an agreement to 
combat Muslim militancy. 

He added that Mr. Adli had 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A senior Sudanese government offi- 
cial was pessimistrc Saturday about the chances for the coming 
Nairobi peace talks between the Sudanese government and 
rebels of the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army. Meanwhile it 
was announced the start of tbe talks would be delayed from 
April 30 to May 3. Ali Al Haj Mohammad, deputy secretary 
general of the Sudanese National Congress, was quoted by the 
official government press as saying: ‘The Sudanese people 
hope that positive results will be reached but they should not 
expect too much of this round of talks." The talks were more 
likely to remain at tbe level of procedural discussions than lead 
to concrete results, he said, adding “Three days is too short to 
be able to discuss all the problems on the agenda." 


told him the draft formed a 
“good basis for a security 
agreement" and would be 
studied by Cairo. 

Egyptian -Sudanese rela- 

tions deteriorated sharply 
when Cairo charged Khar- 
toum with helping Islamists 
who tried to kill President 
Hosni Mubarak in Ethiopia in 
1995. 


Ml Mubarak has said 
Sudan's Islamist-oriented 
government must stop sup- 
porting and sheltering 
Islamists fighting to set up a 
purist Islamic state in Egypt 
Khartoum denies the 
charges and has criticised 
Egypt for letting Sudan's 
opposition in exile operate 
from Cairo. 


Iranian 
dissident 
to visit 
Germany 
soon 


BONN (R) — An Iranian dis- 
sident journalist said in an 
interview released on Satur- 
day he planned to visit his 
family in Germany within the 
next two weeks. 

Faraj Sarkuhi also said he 
had been subjected to “psy- 
chological torture*' during his 
one-year jail term for spread- 
ing 1 'propaganda" agains t the 
Iranian government 

Ml Sarkuhi told Germany's 
Der Spiegel magazine thar 
although he would visit his 
wife and two children, who 
live in Berlin as political 
refugees, he would then 
return to Iran. 

“I intend to fly to Germany 
within the next two weeks. 
The German embassy issued 
me with a visa on Saturday. 
April 18." he said in the inter- 
view, released ahead of publi- 
cation on Monday. 

“Like any writer, I would 
like to live at home, write in 
my native language and for 
my people, so FU return for 
thar reason," said Mr. Sarkuhi 
who was released from prison 
in January. 

Speaking about his time in 
prison, he said: T was 
oppressed with unjust, con- 
structed and completely false 
accusations., it was psycho- 
logical torture." 

Asked if he had been phys- 
ically mistreated, he replied: 
“I expected my death all the 
time, day and night.. I still 
suffer from ear pain, from a 
lack of hearing, pains in my 
breastbone, to name just a few 
of my physical problems." 

Mr. Sarkuhi's case caused 
strains in ties between Bonn 
and Tehran last year. Ger- 
many repeatedly raised tbe 
matter with Iranian officials 
after reports he was arrested at 
Tehran airport as he was 
about to leave for Germany. 



FIALLY FOR PALESTINIAN PRISONERS: A Pales- 
tinian student with a mas k on his face Saturday 
flashes the “V” sign in a move to symbolise the situa- 
tion of Palestinian prisoners daring a rally in the 
West Bank town of Nablus. More than 3,000 Pales- 
tinians are In Israeli jails (AFP photo) 


Jordanians, Palestinians 
to visit jailed relatives 
in Kuwait next month 


KUWAIT t AP) — A group of 
41 Jordanians and Palestini- 
ans will arrive next month to 
visit family members impris- 
oned in Kuwait, an interior 
ministry official said Satur- 
day. 

The visit, like the three pre- 
vious ones since 1995, was at 
the request of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 
which will also pay tbe 
expenses. Colonel Hamed Al 
Refaei told reporters. 

Relations between Kuwait 
and . Jordan were strained 
because of the Kingdom’s 
perceived tilt toward Baghdad 
after Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Col. Refeel who heads the 
ministry’s department that 


coordinates work with 
international organisations, 
said Kuwait was keen on 
facilitating these visits 
because it respects human 
rights and international agree- 
ments. 

Sixteen members of the 
famili es are children, be said. 
They are coming to see 25 
prisoners, including one 
woman. 

The families are scheduled 
to arrive May 4 and stay for 
three days. ■ 

The inmates are, sejyjipg 
prison terms of up to seven 
years for collaborating with 
Iraqis during the seven-month 
Iraqi occupation, and for other 
crimes they were convicted of 
since the 1991 liberation. 


Thousands fill Turkish beach to 
commemorate Gallipoli battle 


CANAKKALE (AP) — Some 
5 .OCX) Australians and New 
Zealanders gathered at a site of 
tbe World War I battle of Gal- 
lipoli to remember thousands of 
fallen soldiers and a bottle feat 
helped define their nations. 

New Zealand Governor Sir 
Michael Handle Boys and Aus- 
tralia’s minister for immigration 
and culture. Philip Ruddock, 
joined in prayers fee peace on 
the S3rd anniversary of one of 
the bloodiest battles of the war. 

Separate services were later 
held at memorials for slain 
British, French and Turkish sol- 


diers. 

Australia and New Zealand 
regard die battle as a aiming 
point in their history, when they 
distanced themselves from 
Britain and emerged as nations. 
Services are held here each year 

Some 16.000 troops landed 
before dawn on April 25, 1915. 
at a beach on this peninsula in 
the Dardanelles StraiL Tbe 
beach was later named Anzac 
Cove in honour of Australian 
and New Zealand Army Corps, 
who were ordered by British 
commanders to advance on 
Turkish positions in hills above. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

100 killed in parfcan tribal dashes in western Sodm-T ^ 



KHARTOUM (AP) — Fierce clashes between rival trifcs, 
over water and grazing rights have left more tom 100 peogfc 
dead and about 45 villages gutted in western Sw a pig- 
ment official was reported as saying Saturday. The dashes and 
the casualties in West Darfur state occurred dmng thepfct 
four weeks, Mohamed Salih Al Sanousi, a West Darfrir nnms- 
ten told reporters in the state capital Genama on Friday. Ml AI 
Sanousi said the clashes between the Rezaigat and Massafir 
tribes began in January bur “renewed fiercely” tins monthjn 
68 villages in violation of a reconciliation deal signed by trib- 
al leaders. 


MUSCAT (AFP) — - Iran’s parliamentary speaker All Akbar 
Nateq Nuri arrived in Muscat Saturday for a three-day visit 
aimed at impr oving ties between tbe Islamic Republic audits, 
neighbours, Iranian diplomats said He is the highest-parking 
Iranian to visit Oman since the 1979 Islamic revolution, the 
official news agency ERNA reported Ml Nateq-Nuri plans to 
discuss “regional and international political issues" with senior 
Omani officials including Sultan Qaboos, the diplomats said 


Algerian Islamists on banger strike in Morocco jail 


RABAT (AFP) — Five detainees who say they belong to 
Algeria’s banned Islamic Salvation Front (FIS.) have been on 
hunger strike since Monday to demand better prison condi- 
tions, judicial sources said Saturday. The five, now inmate s at 
Kenitra prison north of Rabat, are serving sentences ranging 
from six to 15 years on charges they attempted to smuggle 
arms into Algeria via Morocco in 1994 and 1995. 


UN. says operations in Mogadishu remain suspended 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The UN. said Saturday its humanitarian 
operations in the Somali capital would remain suspended 
while it assesses tbe security situation there following the 
recent kidnapping of aid workers. Somali gunmen on Friday 
released 10 Red Cross and Red Crescent workers after hold- 
ing them hostage for nine days in a high-walled compound in 
north Mogadishu. “Mogadishu has become a very dangerous 
place for international aid workers and UN. operations remain 
on hold." the UN. resident and h umani tarian coordinator for 
Somalia, Dominik Langenbacher, said in a statement released 
here. 


King Hassan to vist Cairo in May 
to discuss tariff redaction 


CAIRO (AFP) — King Hassan II of Morocco is to visit Cairo 
next mouth for talks on reducing the tariffs on trade between 
the two countries, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak told the 
Egyptian news agency MENA Saturday. Ml Mubarak said 
the talks would focus on the implementation of tariff reduc- 
tions, mainly on agricultural goods, which Egypt rmd Moroc- 
co initialled last November. 


Saddam plans lavish 
birthday despite sanctions : 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein will 
lavishly celebrate his 61st 
birthday on Tuesday, appear- 
ing more firmly in control of 
Iraq than anytime since the 
1991 Gulf war. 

The country is already in a 
festive mood. New Saddam 
statues and portraits are 
being unveiled everywhere; 
government offices are fes- 
tooned with ribbons; the 
Baghdad municipality is 
sprucing up the city and Mr. 
Hussein exhibitions are 
opening in all major towns. 

The celebrations promise 
to be as big as in the past, 
despite the grinding poverty 
caused by the U.N. econom- 
ic embargo imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, 
sparking the Gulf war to lib- 
erate the tiny oil-rich emi- 
rate. 

Keeping up an annual tra- 
dition, birthday cakes will be 


■'■i 


cut m every government 
ministry and branches of the 
rating Baath party on Tues- 
day. The finale will be a fire- 
works show in Baghdad. 

The revelry will provide a 
brief diversion for the hun- 
dreds of children forced by 
their jobless parents to beg 
on tbe city's streets, or for the 
families whose clrildrea have 
died from lack of medreines. 

Most Iraqis Marne their 
woes on the sanctions and to 
many Mr. Hussein remains a 
hero. 

He was born to a poor fam- 
ily od April 28, 1937 in the 
northern town 
where the grandest celebra- 
tions will be held: The three 
Kurdish provinces in north- 
ern Iraq outside government 
control are unlikely to cele- 
brate. 

The highlight will be mili- 
tary parades of armcdvolnn- 
teers in big cities. 


IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773 U 1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
16:10 Cartoon — The Pink Panther 
16:20 Cartoon — Pumpkin 
Patch 

16:30 French Programmes 

18:00 Skippy 

18:30 Drama — The Bottler Town 

19:00 _.Le Journal 

19:15 .J>x. — Le Tour de France 

19J0 News Headlines 

19:35 Life's Most Embarrassing 
Moments 

20:00 Documentary — The Peo- 
ple and Places of Africa 

20 JO — Doc. — Equinox 

21:10 -...Drama — Renegade 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 ..Drama — Silent Witness 
23:59 Comedy — The Upper Hand 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDEAND CALENDAR 


00-J0 - - EndofTX. 

PRAYER TIMES 



Jajr 

05-51 .... 


12J3 


i*-n 

‘Asr 

19:16 — 


20:40..- 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


4624853/46248 1 1 . 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77 1751 . 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Tel. 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 

Church TeL 775261 


shower! and winds westerly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, it wilj be 
dusty and cloudy, winds southerly 
active and seas rough. In the 
evening, winds will be northerly 
active and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman. 15/18 

Aqaba. 22/29 

Deserts 14/22 

Jordan Valley- ............ 20/26 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 22, Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings: Amman 39 per cent 
Aqaba 17 percenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


SL Marv of Nazareth Church 
Swd&fa Tel. 5920740 
; Assemblies of God Church TeL 
46327S5 

: St- Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sanda Church Tel. 
•4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 
with skies cloudy to portly cloudy. 
There will be occasional thunder- 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Rashid 875792 

Dr. Jum’aAbuDhiab .758848 

Dr. KhalDJbali 784450 

Dr. WalidAIMasri ..,.5675485 

Funs pharmacy — 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy -.. 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..—..4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .4623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -.4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....,,4637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ERBID: 

Du Ahmad Qanu - -28 [484 


AJ Quds pharmacy I — t 

ZARQA: 

Dn Wafid Halaseh 982799 

KhaJifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre -46371 1 1 

Gril Defence Department 
-5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency....... 199 

Rescue POBce 192.4621 111.4637777 

Fire Brigade— .4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police--. S96390 

Public Security Dept- 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints.. 5661 176 

Wisr & Seviragr Ccmptixs .-S97-467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

J. 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623 101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co..- >..-.463638 1 
RJ night Mormation-..44-53200 
Queen Alia ImL Airport —44-53200 




HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Smgay 5921 199 

The Islamic. Abcfli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Td. 836813, 
856856 

Luzrraia ———4630195 

Khalidi Maternity— ..46442S 1/6 
Akileh Maiemity_™,4642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ...5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ....5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahll Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amai Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- - (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
— (021247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3 14111 


22:00 Frankfort (RJ) 

23:00 — Madrid (add) |RJ) 

23:59 Vienna. Aqaba (RJ) 

01:00 Cairo (RJ) 


11:50 Madrid (add) (RJ) ; 

12:15 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) j 

12i20 Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:30 -Amsterdam, New York (RJ) | 

13:20 London (RJ) | 

13:20 Athens (RJ); 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 

06 JO -..Tel Aviv (LA) 

11:00 Sanaa, Ta’iz (TY) 


21:00 ... 
21:10 


New Delhi (RJ) j 

Cairo (RJ), 


This information is supplied fry 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
deportment at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL (44) 
53200-5. where it should always be 

verif 

ied. Information on other flights can 
be supplied on phone \44) (52700) 


12-JO 

12:5® Moscow (SU) 

13^® - -Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:40 Doha(QR) 


21:20 _-.-Jcddab.(RJ): 

22:00 Abu Dhabi Dubai (DU) 

Jeddah (SV) 22 JO --.--....-.-Damascus (RJ) 


22*10 Bangkok (RJV 


— ... — 

19:00 .Paris (AF) 

20:25 -Tel Aviv (LA) 

21:40 -.Cairo (MS) 

22:20 -Istanbul (TK) 


22:40 Sanaa (RJ)' 


0030 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (Rfi ■ 


23:35 — —JLamaca (CY) 

23:40 - Beirut (ME) 


Other Flights 
06:15 


JJeirar(ME) 


ARRIVALS 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

09:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

0^30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:30 Cairo (add) (RJ) 

09 :3a Dhahran. Riyadh (Rfj 

09:45 Lamaca(RD 


10:00 Bombay (RJ) 

10^5 Beirut (RJ) 

10*50 ....Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJt 
17:45 .. New fork, Amsterdam (RJ) 
18:00 -Paris (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Maka Airport 
(RW) ^ 

10 J5 Tel Aviv (QA1AHRW) 
23^5 Aqaba (Marka Airport) (RW) 


07:35 —D amas cus, London (BA) ; 
07^0 Frankfort (LH) ; 


St 




fa 


12:00 Al Hudaidah (IY) 

UM Jeddah (SV)! 

14:10 Moscow (SU): 

14^25 Doha (<20; 

14-30 Doha (Q8)j 

21:10 TdAwyffA)- 

22:40 Cairo (MS): 


DEPARTURES 


02:15 — Beirut, Amst«darn{K9; 


18^0 London (RJ) 

19:00 — Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

19:00 Madrid. Milan (RJ) 

19:10 — — Athens (RJ) 


21:55 Jfome(RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 .Cairo (add) (RJ) 

— Lamaca(Rj) 

3etnit(RJ) 

1145 Aqaba, Rome (RJ) 


- Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08.-00 Aqaba (from Maria AijX^ 
(RW) • ! 

08rf5 _Tel Aviv (from QAIA)^^ t 
2JU30 
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Jordan remembers 
Queen Mother today 
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AMMAN (Pecra) — Jorda- 
nians today remember the 
late Queen Mother Zein Al 
Sharaf, who passed away 
four years ago after a dedi- 
cated life. 

The late Queen Mother 
contributed a great deal to 
Jordan’s social and human- 
itarian' work. She led the 
efforts of Jordanian women 
to gain their rights, which 
the Jordanian constitution 
had guaranteed for them. 
The late Queen Mother 
contributed to the advance- 
ment of the status of Jor- 
danian women and enabled 


them to take the lead in the 
various walks of life. 

The law Queen Mother 
established the first Jordan- 
ian Women's Union in 
1944, and the women’s sol- 
idarity society, followed by 
the women’s branch of ihe 
Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society in 1948. 

Umm Al Hussein 
Orphanage, which the laie 
Queen Mother established 
for orphaned children in 
Iordan, was but one of her 
many contributions toward 
ensuring a decent living for 
the poor and needy. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Talfaooni appointed ambassador to France, Vatican 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued on Sat- 
urday appointing Adnan Talhouni as Jordan's ambas- 
sador plenipotentiary to France and non-resident ambas- 
sador to the Vatican. 

Car accidents kill 10. injure 264 last week 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) Saturday reported that 10 persons were killed in 
car accidents last week. The CDD said 264 were injured 
in these accidents. 

NEPCO names acting general manager 

AMMAN (Petra) — The board of the National Electrici- 
ty Power Company (NEPCO) Saturday appointed Wad- 
dah Nabulsi as acting general manager of the'company as 
of April 25, following the resignation of former General 
Manager Mohammad’ Sa'id Arafah. 


Kaabneb, NATO delegation discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh, Satur- 
day received a NATO delegation. Field Marshal Kaabneh 
and the delegation discussed issues of common concern 
and scopes of cooperation. 



Icelandic film “Children ofNature” and Finnish film 
rfpog Thieves'’ (with subtities ih EngUsh).at tbe Royal 
^ltural Centre at 4:30 p.m. mid 7:00 pan- respectively. 

: -f Norwegian film “Herman'’ and Swedish film “Six- 
teen / Dancing Feet” at the Royal Cultural Centre on 
f- Monday* April 27, ar 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.. respec- 
tively. - ■ 

FILM • 

• * “Cei obscur objet du ddsir” at the French Cultural 
■Centre. Tabal Weibdeh, <>n Monday, 'April 27, at 6:30 
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS . 

* Works by Ecuadorian artist Olmedo Quimbita at 
Institu to Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until May 12. 

* Paintings by Naji Al Sanjori at Hamurabi Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5536098); until May 3. 

* Works by- Yassin Al Mohammadawi at the Orient 
Gallery. Shmeisani (TeJ. 5681303/4), untilMay 7. 

f Photographic exhibition entitled "A Tour in the Dead 
•Sea’’ by Janssen and-Savignac- at the French Cultural 
Centre, until April 30.. , 

* Paintings by Lebanese-American artist Etei .'Ad rian 
entitled “Artist’s Book of. Art and Poetry” at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until May 21. Also displaying 
works bv Berlin-based Syrian artist Marwan Basbi enti- 
tled "A Suite of Heads,” and works by contemporary 

^Arab 'artists. 
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HRH Princess Basina on Saturday addresses the opening session of a six-day pan- 
Arab symposium on the role of voluntary societies in social development (Petra 
photo) 

Princess Basma underlines need 
for government, NGO cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — - HRH 
Princess Basma on Satur- 
day stressed that develop- 
ment cannot be achieved 
without the combined 
efforts of governmental 
and non-governmental 
organi sations 1 NGOs ). 

Addressing the opening 
session of a six-day pan- 
Arab symposium on the 
role of voluntary institu- 
tions in social develop- 
ment, Princess Basma 
underlined the important 
role NGOs can play in 
development, noting their 
contribution in addressing 
many human and develop- 
ment issues. 

Princess Basma voiced 
hope that the symposium 
would succeed in formulat- 
ing clearly defined princi- 
ples for dealing with devel- 
opment issues in accor- 
dance with priorities 
reflecting the actual needs 
of communities. 

Princess Basma empha- 
sised the need to involve 
NGOs in discussing devel- 
opment needs and to utilise 
their experience^ ■' in 

^addressing such issues. She 

tv_- ;•> ' «■*.. cu"i» re- 


called for putting the nec- 
essary' resources at the dis- 
posal of NGOs, which she 
said will be an active force 
in the next century. 

The Princess called for 
utilising the expertise of 
others in enacting legisla- 
tion to address ’develop- 
ment issues, noting that 
problems and difficulties 
facing different Arab com- 
munities are similar. 

She voiced her apprecia- 
tion to the .Arab League 
and to HRH Prince Talal 
Ben Abdul Aziz for provid- 
ing the opportunity io 
enable Arab ministers of 
social development and 
NGOs to meet periodically 
and discuss means of 
strengthening dialogue 
between the two sectors 
and enhance their role in 
serving Arab development 
objectives. 

In his address to the 
opening session. Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir Manser 
said NGOs have become 
the .third economic and, 
sociai power after thd' pub- 
lic and private sectors. . , 


Dr. Mamser stressed that 
the traditional social and 
welfare programmes are no 
longer enough to address 
the economic problems and 
social changes which mar- 
ginalised and less privi- 
leged groups face. 

Reviewing challenges 
facing .Arab social volun- 
tary work. Dr. Mamser said 
the biggest challenges lie 
in rapid population growth 
coupled with the increas- 
ing number of the poor, the 
widening income gap. and 
the high cost of social pro- 
grammes. which he said 
has doubled and sometimes 
trebled. The increasing 
number of the unenf- 
pioyed. particularly among 
the poor, the absence of a 
minimum wage policy, and 
the low turnout of volun- 
teers to cany out social 
work have compounded 
these problems, he added. 

The symposium was 
organised by the Ministry 
of Social Development in 
cooperation with the Tech- 
nical Secretariat of the 
Council of Arab^Ministers 
of Social Affairs. ■“ 


Jordanian-Spanish committee 
concludes discussions on 
promoting bilateral cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
joint Jordanian-Spanish 
committee Saturday 
wound up two days of dis- 
cussions designed to pro- 
mote mutual cooperation 
in cultural, educational, 
scientific and technical 
fields. 

The bead of the Jordan- 
ian side, Nabil Amman, 
secretary general of the 
Ministry of Planning, and 
Luiz Espinoza, secretary 
general of the Spanish 
Agency for International 
Cooperation (SAIC), 
signed the minutes of their 
deliberations at the con- 
clusion of the talks. 

The minutes covered 
Spain's technical aid to 
Jordan between 1998 and 
2000. which will amount 
to S6.3S million, accord- 
ing to a statement. The 


two sides also approved a 
plan for cooperation in 
education and the 
exchange of scholarships 
and educational expertise 
through universities and 
research centres in the two 
countries, it added. 

According to the min- 
utes, the two countries 
agreed to cooperate in cul- 
tural domains, particularly 
in archaeology and muse- 
ums, and underlined the 
need for Spanish special- 
ists to continue restoration 
of the Umayyad castle at 
the Amman Citadel, the 
frescoes at Amra castle, 
and the historic Queilbeh 
site in the Irbid gover- 
norate. 

The two sides discussed 
cooperation in library' 
work, radio and televi- 
sion, and national news 


agency affairs. They also 
agreed on Spanish support 
for Jordan's national 
library. 

According to the state- 
ment, Spain will help 
modernise Jordanian insti- 
tutions, especially the 
ministries of municipal 
and rural affairs, justice 
and transport and 
telecommunications. 

Spain also expressed 
readiness to help Jordan in 
the health and agricultural 
fields, modernise the out- 
patient clinics at Mafraq 
Hospital and enlarge 
Karamah Hospital, as well 
as train Jordanian doctors 
and nurses in primary 
health care and preventive 
medicine and help non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions operating in the 
Kingdom. 


Regent, Lebanese central 
bank governor discuss 
bilateral economic ties 


AMMAN f Petra i — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan 
received at the Royal Court 
the governor of the Central 
Bank of Lebanon. Riyad 
Salameh. with whom he dis- 
cussed means of bolstering 
bilateral economic ties. 

Dunns ihe meeting, which 
was attended by the governor 
of the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJi. Ziyad Fariz, and 
Lebanese Ambassador 
William Habib, the Crown 
Prince underlined the need for 
strengthening .Arab coopera- 
tion in economic, financial 
and monetary' fields, particu- 
larly at the current stage, to 
better serve the Arab World 
and improve the living condi- 
tions of Arab citizens. 

For his pan. Dr. Salameh 
briefed the Crown Prince on 
the lares: financial and bank- 
ing developments in Lebanon 
and praised the level of coop- 
eration benveen the CBJ and 
the Central Bank of Lebanon. 

In an earlier meeting with 
Acting Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ensour. Dr. Salameh 
reviewed issues of common 
concern to the two countries 
as well as the peace process 
and Israel's occupation of 
southern Lebanon. 


Dr. Ensour told the 
Lebanese official that Jordan 
supports efforts to achieve a 
comprehensive peace and 
demands that U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425 on 
southern Lebanon be imple- 
mented unconditionally. 

In reviewing the economic 
situation in the Middle East, 
Dr. Salameh outlined the Cen- 
tral Bank of Lebanon's activi- 
ties and plans to improve the 
Lebanese economy. He stared 
that Beirut is going ahead 
with plans to promote eco- 
nomic, financial and mone- 
tary cooperation with Arab 
countries. 

The meeting was also 
attended by Ambassador 
Habib and Mr. Fariz. 

Earlier Saturday, the Cabi- 
net. meeting in a regular ses- 
sion chaired by Dr. Ensour, 
approved a S78 million .Amer- 
ican grant to Jordan. A sum of 
S60 million will be used for 
water projects, while tire rest 
will finance a programme to 
create jobs. 

In a statement after the 
meeting, the Cabinet said the 
grant is part of the S225 mil- 
lion U.S. financial assistance 
to Jordan this year, of which 
S75 million will be in the 


form of military aid. 

The Cabinet announced thai 
the government will exempt 
refugees whose cases are 
being processed by the 
Amman office of the U.N. 
Higher Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) from 
paying value added taxes on 
air tickets. This decision 
applies to those refugees vol- 
untarily leaving the country 
once UNHCR secures them a 
safe destination. 

The Cabinet formed a dele- 
gation from the ministries of 
planning and water and irriga- 
tion io hold talks with the 
European Investment Bank in 
Iiu.sembourg from April 28- 
May l to obtain a loan to help 
finance the replacement of the 
water network in the Amman 
region. The Ministry of Plan- 
ning has already secured most 
of the estimated JD250 mil- 
lion required for the project. 

Another delegation was 
formed to visit Kuwait early 
next month for negotiations 
with the Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic and Social Develop- 
ment on a loan to purchase 
medical equipment for King 
Abdullah Hospital at the Jor- 
dan University of Science and 
Technology. 


Fulbright commission reinstates 
employee dismissed last month 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Jordanian- 
American Binational Ful- 
bright Commission's board of 
directors reinstated over the 
weekend an employee dis- 
missed last month for her 
•“political activities" at the 
height of the standoff between 
dre "United States and Iraq over 
weapons inspections. 

.Aida Dabbas. a programme 
officer ; ar . the Cotn^sstoru 
informed the Jordan Tunes 
yesterday that the commission 
board granted her a petition 
hearing last Monday — a 
request that had been denied 
for several weeks — and 
informed her on Thursday that 
she could return to her post- 
Ms. Dabbas said she had no 
further comment. Board mem- 
bers confirmed that she had 
been reinstated but declined to 
explain their decision. 

A member of the board said 
the board had taken a decision 
not to comment publicly on an 
"internal personnel matter." 

Fulbright scholars in 
Amman who protested the 
commission's decision said 
they had not yet been official- 
ly informed of the decision, 
and therefore also declined to 
comment. However, one said: 
"Whatever the outcome of this 
ston. 2 think this opened an 
important debate about how 
much freedom .Americans liv- 
ing abroad and people work- 
ing for .American institutions 
have.” 

A source close to Ms. Dab- 
bas said thai ihe decision “was 
very appropriate." 

"j think tins has set an exam- 
ple for people about free 
expression." she said. “I think 
the board realises that they 


were wrong, and Aida has 
shown people that if you 
believe your rights have been 
\iolated and you keep shout- 
ing loud and long enough, 
someone is going to listen." 

The board's decision to dis- 
miss Ms. Dabhas provoked a 
storm of protest in the local 
press from citizens in Jordan 
and the United States as well 
as some Fulbright scholars 
studying- in Jordan, who said 
the ’ decision smacked of 

“The Fulbright's message is 
that one's political beliefs must 
be tempeikl when working in 
an .American organisation," 
one grantee said at the time. 
'The ramifications of her dis- 
missal will extend beyond this 
individual incident, and it dis- 
turbs me that the organisation 
that Is funding me to cany out 
research and engage in some 
critical thinking is firing an 
employee for thar very rea- 
son." 

In a March t memorandum, 
the executive director of the 
Commission, Alain McNama- 
ra, criticised Ms. Dabbas for 
publicly denouncing U.S. and 
British foreign policy on Iraq 
and criticising U.N. sanctions 
on the country: 

He quoted several “inflam- 
matory" excerpts from mes- 
sages transmitted in February 
by Ms. Dabbas on NETS, a 
local on-line service, to the 
“Ask the Government." “Her 
Majesty's" and “.Ask the GID" 
conference sites: “...the mes- 
sage is that the U.S. does not 
really give a damn about our 
lives...''; "..we must voice our 
anger and disgust with the 
U.S. genocidnl policies against 
Arab people...”; and “...[U.5. 
and British] aggression is also 
directed towards Jordan and 


the people of Jordan.” 

Signs protesting military 
action posted in her car. parked 
daily outside the Commis- 
sion’s office in Shmeisani. had 
led some Fulbright grantees 
“to nervous confusion,” wrote 
Mr. McNamara. 

He also took exception to an 
on-line debate between Ms. 
Dabbas and Jordan Television 
Director Nasser Judeh over the 
government's -mid-February 
ban on public demonstrations 
'an(Qhe^Ut^'cin'qffeI956 
martial law on public meet- 
ings. The debate, he wrote, 
"lacked judgement and con- 
sideration” since Mr. Judeh is 
the son-in-law of Crown 
Prince Hassan. the commis- 
sion's Royal patron. He called 
the debate “disrespectful in 
tone and language.” 

He concluded his letter by 
saying that “...the welfare of 
the Commission and what you 
deem is the sanctity of your 
own determined beliefs are 
incompatible." 

The Binational Fulbright 
Commission is pan of the Ful- 
bright Programme, the U.S. 
government’s prestigious 
scholarship programme, 
which annually sends some 
S00 American students to 
more than 100 nations to pur- 
sue various studies and 
research activities. There are 
currently 1 1 Fulbright scholars 
in Jordan. 

The programme was created 
by the U.S. Congress in 1946 
following an initiative by Sen- 
ator William Fulbright — a 
self-described political activist 
and dissenter — as a step 
toward global understanding 
and as an alternative to armed 
conflict. It is funded by an 
annual congressional appro- 
priation. 
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Badia development programme seeking to improve bedouin life while retaining tradition 

Bv Ahmad Khatib socio-economic and political roundings. in 1995 to involve locals in the JBRDP technical department. 
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By Ahmad Khatib 

Special ip the Jordan Tunes 

SAFAWI — Improving the lot 
of bedouins without uprooting 
foem is at the heart of an ambi- 
tious joint British-Jcadanian 
project to revive the badia, a 
region that covers more than SO 
per cent of the Kingdom but 
hosts only a fraction of the pop- 
ulation. 

Mohammad Shahbaz, head 
of the Jordan Badia Research 
and Development Programme 
OBRDP), said the pflor project 
is Hying to link the badla’s 
economy with thai of other 
regions of Jordan through the 
ideal exploitation of its avail- 
able resources, h is also trying 
to improve the day-to-day life 
of 15318 bedouins living in 
Safawi and the nrigfibouring 
northeastern parts of Jcudan by 
preserving their tradition^ style 
of living. 

‘The aim erf our researchers 
is to develop the hnrifo from all 


socio-economic and political 
angles because Jordan's future 
lies in iC Mi. Shahbaz told 
journalists during a weekend 
fa miliari sation tour 

There is huge cooperation 
between the JBRDP and the 
local people, because they 
understand our goals,” he 
added. 

“In the past governments 
tried to improve the situation of 
the bedouins through settling 
them in their areas and forcing 
them to change their type of 
life,” he said. This failed 
because it was wrong.” 

There are no exact figures on 
b ed ouins in Jordan, many of 
whom have been slowly inte- 
grated into urban life. - Howev- 
er; many of them still live in 
Safawi and move across the 
nearby Jordarrian-Saudi-Syri- 
an-Iraqi frontiers in search of 
grazing land to feed betds of 
sheep. Jordan has over 25 mil- 
lion sheep, with 500,000 alone 
grazing in Safawi and its sur- 


roundings. 

Sharif a Zein Bint Nasser, 
JBRDP financing manager, 
told reporters that the pro- 
gramme could achieve its goals 
through using proper technolo- 
gy, studying available 
resources to exploit them, 
and developing the 
of the local people and 


The programme, set up in 
1992 under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
and the Duke of Kent, operates 
under the aegjs of Jordan's 
Higher Council for Science and 
Tedmolqgy (HCST) and 
Britan’s Royal Geographic 
Society (RGS). 

“We consider local people as 
our partners in the programme, 
so their role is no less important 
than outs,” she said. "The most 
important thing is to strike a 
careful balance between the 
environment's resources and 
the local people.” 

She said a decision was taken 


in 1995 to involve locals in the 
scheme by involving one of 
them as a member of the 
JBRDP board of directors. 

Sharifa Zein said women, an 
essential element of the 
bedouin community, also 
played a major role in the pro- 
gramme by taking care of chat- 
tels in addition to the house. 

“In the near future, there will 
be three seats for local people 
on the board of directors and 
one of them will be for a 
bedouin woman,” she said. 
“We need more participation 
from Jordanian women.” 

According to JBRDP statis- 
tics, the badia provides 24.36 
per cent of Jordan's national 
development income; 60 per 
cent of fossil water resources, 
JD585 million revenue in min- 
eral wealth, 90 percent of graz- 
ing lands, 10 per cent of tradi- 
tional energy production, and 
70 per cent of total red meat 
production. 

Salem Aoun, head of the 


JBRDP technical department, 
said the badia’s central location 
between Syria. Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia could enable the pro- 
gramme to help nearby coun- 
tries. 

“‘Although the average of rain 
there does not go over 200mm 
a year, the b3dia lands are full 
of needed energies and wealth 
vital for the development 
process." he added. “The badia 
forms a vital and strategic area 
for Jordan.” 

Sheikh Rakad Shbeb, a local 
dignitary, said he managed to 
improve the situation of his cat- 
tle and cultivation on his i .600- 
dunum farm with help from 
JBRDP researchers. 

He said he managed to plant 
around 45.000 trees, including 
many kinds of vegetables and 
fruit trees through using mod- 
em techniques. 

“We have exchanged much 
knowledge with die JBRDP,” 
Sheikh Rakad told reporters 
during a visit to his farm. 



An area of the badia that has been planted with grain under the JBRDP (Photo by 
Yousef ‘Allan) 


In another project, the 
JBRDP has managed to pro- 
duce honey from the nectar of 
Mid flowering plants. 

“It’s very rich in medicinal 
compounds, flavoured oils. 


nutritional substances and trace 
elements," said Mr. Shahbaz. 
“It’s free of any contamination, 
because the badia has no pollut- 
ing effect of human activities ” 
The JBRDP covers over 


11,000 kilometres in area, 
including around 30 villages in 
Jordan's northeast Its field cen- 
tre is located in Safawi, 156 
kilometres northeast of 
Ammon, 
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Red Cross workers see improved 
food situation in North Korea 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
International Red Cross rep- 
resentatives said Saturday 
the food situation in famine- 
stricken North Korea 
appeared to be improving, 
but a growing shortage of 
potable water threatened to 
bring an outbreak of dis- 
eases when warm weather 
comes. 

“We don't see severe mal- 
nutrition when we travel, 
and our colleagues see less 
cases of severe malnutrition 
than a year ago.” said Johan 
Schaar. head of the regional 
delegation of the 
International Federation of 
the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, after, a 
press briefing. ! 

“When we ask locals at 
paediatric hospitals about 
the situation, they say it is 
slightly better. 

“Our assessment is that all 
the aid that has been coming 
over the last two and a half 
years has made an impact,” 
he added. 

At the same time, Mr. 
Schaar warned serious 
power shortages had trans- 
lated into a lack of power 
for pumping potable water 


in urban areas. As a result, 
many people in crowded 
areas were being forced to 
dig insanitary wells and 
drink untreated water. 

“The water problem 
appears to have got worse, 
and is very much linked to 
the fact that there is no 
power, no electricity for 
pumping water.” he said. 

“This means that in many 
cities, people are relying on 
dug wells for water, many 
of which are severely conta- 
minated. We fear this sum- 
mer an outbreak of serious 
health problems due to this 
problem.” 

Already, in many hospi- 
tals. the number of patients 

— many of them children 

— suffering from severe 
diarrhoea has grown, a like- 
ly result of increased expo- 
sure to contaminated drink- 
ing water, according to 
-North Korean doctors the 

aid workers met. 

Mr. Schaar said reports of 
up to three million dead 
from starvation in North 
Korea — representing 13 
per cent of the population of 
23 million — are probably 
exaggerated. 


“To me it seems unlikely 
that is possible.” he said. 

“We shouldn’t say we 
know those reports are 
wrong, but from everything 
we see. and our experienced 
people working in North 
Korea, we haven’t seen this. 
We worked with 700 differ- 
ent hospitals in two areas 
for two weeks, and the pic- 
ture we had was fairly con- 
sistent." 

He noted, however, that 
Red Cross workers still do 
not have unimpeded access 
to monitor the situation, as 
50 out of 210 counties 
remain entirely off limits. 

Visits by Red Cross work- 
ers to monitor distribution 
of humanitarian aid still 
must be arranged in 
advance, with unannounced 
checks difficult, he 
acknowledged. 

The North Korean gov- 
ernment has been accused 
of diverting food aid to the 
military in the past — a 
charge it has repeatedly 
denied. 

Mr. Schaar said it is 
imperative that international 
organisations he granted 
freer access to monitor dis- 


tribution and assess the 
overall situation, but added: 
“We are fairly confident our 
assistance reaches the peo- 
ple it has been intended 
for”. 

North Korea, which earli- 
er said its grain stocks 
would run out by the end of 
March, is faced with acute 
food shortages caused by 
three years of natural disas- 
ters and a crumbling econo- 
my. 

This year, the World Food 
Programme has appealed 
for 660.000 tonnes of food 
aid. and have so far received 
40 to 45 percent of the 
donations asked for. Mr. 
Schaar said. 

He estimated North Korea 
will need about one million 
tonnes of aid this year — 
well below the 2.14millioQ- 
tonne estimate by the 
South’s national unification 
board. 

Unconfirmed reports from 
refugees in China and low- 
level North Korean officials 
have put the death toll from 
famine in the secretive 
nation at between one and 
three million out of a popu- 
lation of 22 million. 


Belgian paedophile ran while 
police guard yawned — lawyer 


BRUSSELS t'AFP) — 
Belgium's most notorious 
prisoner has described his 
spectacular escape from a 
loosely-guarded courtroom 
as a spur-of-the-moment act 
that was totally unplanned. 

Marc Dutroux. a convict- 
ed paedophile remanded in 
custody pending a trial for 
the murders of four girls 
and the abduction and abuse 
of two others, escaped bis 
guards Thursday and spent 
more than three hours on 
the run before being rear- 
rested. . 

“I had no plan to escape." 
Dutroux said through his 
lawyer in remarks pub- 
lished Monday in the 
Belgian daily La Meuse-La 
Lanteme. 

“But one of the two gen- 
darmes guarding me was 
sitting on a bench yawning, 
while the other was occu- 
pied with something else. I 
grabbed the opportunity in a 
matter of seconds,” he said 

Dutroux ’s lawyer. Julien 
Pierre, described the escape 
as “a cry for help” from his 
client, who. he said, was 
living in very harsh condi- 
tions in prison where he 
received regular maltreat- 
ment. 

Pointing out that Dutroux 
was well aware his notori- 
ety would ensure his escape 
could never succeed. Mr. 
Pierre said his client had 
written a long letter to his 
son before giving himself 
up. 

Dutroux escaped by over- 
powering one of the gen- 
darmes guarding him while 
he was in the courtroom in 
the southern town of 
Neufchateau. 


In a chain of events which 
was still unclear Saturday. 
Dutroux somehow managed 
to seize the officer’s gun, 
with which he threatened a 
second gendarme before 
running from the building 
and hijacking a car. 

Within hours of his rear- 
rest, Justice Minister 
Stefaan de Clerck and the 
minister of the interior. 
Johan Vande Lanotte, had 
announced their resigna- 


tions. 

Despite the escape bid. 
Dutroux’ prison regime 
remains unchanged, and he 
is still being held in a spe- 
cial cell with a door and 
windows made of ultra- 
resistant plexiglass. 

Dutroux is monitored 
every seven-and-a-half 
minutes — day and night — 
by a warder, and is allowed 
no object that might be used 
in a suicide attempL 


New Belgian ministers face 
crisis of confidence 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgium’s new justice and interior! 
ministers began their first day in office Saturday, tasked 
with restoring public confidence after the short-lived 
[escape of the country’s most notorious prisoner. 

Louis Tobback. chairman of the Flemish Socialist Party 
and Tony van Parys of the Flemish Christian Social Party 
(CVP) were sworn in late Friday as interior minister and 
[justice minister respectively. 

Mr. Tobback was also appointed deputy prime minister. 

Their predecessors had been forced to resign Thursday 
after the escape and rearrest of Man: Dutroux, a convicted 
paedophile jailed pending a trial for the murders of four 
girls and the abduction and abuse of two others. 

For Mr. Tobback. the appointment brings him back to 
familiar ground, having already served as both deputy 
prime minister and interior minister from 1988-94. 

Mr. van Parys. who is a qualified lawyer, is the CVPjudi- 
,dal expert and has'served as vice-chairman of the parlia- 1 
mentary justice committee. 

Both men will have their work cut out to win around an 
angry public, whose fury at what they see as gross official 
incompetence over Dutroux’s escape has not been 
appeased by the ministerial resignations. 

Organisers of the White Committees, set up in 1996 after] 
325,000 Belgians formed a White March to protest police 
ineptitude in the initial arrest of Dutroux, have also called 
for the head of the gendarmerie. General Willy Deridder, to 
step down. 

The committees also suggested that a few key resigna- 
tions may not be enough and that the government’s 
attempts to correct crime- fighting errors in the wake of] 
Dutroux’s August 1996 arrest fell far short. 


Hong Kong’s beaches stay closed to 
swimmers as toxic algae reappears 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong's most popular 
beaches remained closed to 
swimmers Saturday with the 
reappearance- of toxic algae 
that ruined the territory’s 
fish stocks, a government 
spokesman said. 

Repulse Bay, Middle Bay 
and Chung Horn Kok beach- 
es on the south side of Hong 
Kong island closed for the 
second day due to "red tide” 
— a build up of toxic micro* 
scopic plankton thar creates 
a reddish tinge in the water. 

The algae species was said 
to be alexandrium excava- 
tum and not cochlodinium 
polykrikodes as earlier 
reported. 

However. AFD 

spokesman said that the 
toxic algae was not a domi- 
nant species in the water 
samples collected from the 
three beaches. 

"It is not a new species and 


it has been found to be pre- 
sent at a low level in Hong 
Kong waters during the 
months of March to May in 
past years.” he said. 

The spokesman noted that 

so far, no fish kill or abnor- 
mal circumstances had been 
reported in all fish culture 
zones in connection with the 
red tide bloom. 

The algae releases toxic 
substances that irritate the 
eyes and skin and can cause 
stomach upseLs. It also suf- 
focates fish. 

Red tides, which appear 
regularly in Hong Kong, 
were delected in fate March, 
wiping out half of rhe terri- 
tories fish stocks as they 
engulfed local farms earlier 
this month. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman 
for the health department 
said the agency had stepped 
up the sampling and testing 
of seafood and shellfish 


since the occurrence of the 
recent bloom of red tides. 

A number of samples had 
been collected from fish cul- 
ture zones and retail markets 
in Hong Kong for testing. 
Test results of samples col- 
lected since March 20 indi- 
cated that they were all with- 
in safety levels. 

"A total of 132 samples 
have been collected. Results 
of the III samples available 
so far showed that only nine 
contained some toxins, 
which were well within the 
safety levels." the 
spokesman said. 

However, the spokesman 
advised that for the time 
being, it is advisable to 
avoid eaiing bivalve shell- 
fish such as clams, molluscs, 
and oysters which poses a 
much higher risk than fish. 

Members of the public are 
advised to buy fresh water 
fish for consumption. 


Caribbean 

nations 

favour 

declaration 

banning 

child 

labour 


GEORGETOWN. (AFP) — 
The English and Dutch-speak- 
ing Caribbean nations are like- 
ly to support a treaty that bans 
child labour at a global confer- 
ence later in the year, a top 
member of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
said. 

William Momm. the ILO 
director for the Caribbean, said 
that the nations that met at a 
two-day conference on child 
labour here that ended Friday 
would support banning child 
labour despite the vast num- 
bers of underage workers in 
the region. 

The Caribbean nations will 
join forces to "push forward 
with the position for a full 
eradication of child labour" at 
the June ILO conference in 
Geneva. Mr. Momm told 
reporters here. 

The ILO's Minimum Wage 
Convention, which several 
Caribbean nations are in the 
process of ratify ing, states that 
no child under 14 should 
work. 

Most Caribbean countries 
have ratified nearly all other 
ILO conventions. 

Child labour in the region is 
widespread, though hard to 
measure. Some at the confer- 
ence said that it was not as bad 
when compared to certain 
regions of Africa. Asia and 
Latin .America. 

However a survey in 
Jamaica found some 22. (XX) 
children under the age of 16 
working as laborers. Some of 
the children are as vcuinc as 


SIX. 


It is even harder to measure 
the number of underage work- 
ing girls because they are 
“generally less risible.” 
according to a presentation by 
the Jamaican delegation. 

The girls “supply labour 
power mainly to household 
tasks." and it is “widely 
assumed that some engage in 
commercial sexual activity, 
especially in the tourist ureas." 
the report stated. 

Mr. Momm said that tough 
international rules on child 
labour is needed because “wc 
should intervene early to pre- 
vent this problem (from wors- 
ening).” 

Countries that participated in 
the meeting included Antigua- 
Barbuda, w the Bahamas. 
Barbados. Belize. Bermuda. 
Dominica. Grenada Guyana 
Jamaica Saint Kins-Neris. 
Saint Lucia Saint Vincent- ihe 
Grenadines. Suriname. 
Trinidad and Tobago. Turks 
and Caicos Islands. 
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South Korean dock workers load food aid bound for North Korea, onto the deck of 
Doovang Opal in southern port citv of Pusan. A total of 3,000 tonnes of wheat flour, 
50,000 litres of cooking oil. 5 tonnes of potatoes and 200 tonnes of fertilizer donated 
from South Korean Catholic Churches and the Red Cross will be shipped to feed the 
starving victims of the drought-stricken North. The banner on the side of the ship 
says ‘Food Aid to North Korean flood victims' from South Korean Red Cross 
(Reuters photo) 


Kosovo Albanian leader fears 
Serbs may also attack Albania 


VIENNA (AFP) — Kosovo 
Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rugova fears the conflict in 
his home region will spread 
to Albania when Serbs 
attack the neighbouring 
Balkan country. 

“For the Serbs all 
Albanians are terrorists." 
Mr. Rugova said in an 
interview broadcast late 
Friday on Austrian televi- 
sion. 

Serbian statements on 
clashes and incidents on the 
border between Kosovo, a 
Serbian province, and 
Albania are being “made 
up by the Serbian secret 
service and Serbian propa- 
ganda.” he said. 

The Yugoslav army said 
Friday that at least 26 eth- 
nic Albanians from Kosovo 
were killed as they tried to 
cross into the troubled 
Serbian . province from 


Albania. 

More than 100 Kosovo 
Albanians and eight police- 
men have been kiLled in 
clashes in Kosovo since 
late February. 

An Albanian police offi- 
cial said Friday that 
Albania's armed forces and 
police along the border 
with Kosovo had been put 
on the highest alert follow- 
ing reported border clashes. 

Tirana radio reported also 
Friday that hundreds of eth- 
nic Albanians from Kosovo 
had fled to northeastern 
Albania but that the men 
had decided to return to 
“protect their homes and 
land against Serbian repres- 
sion.” 

It did not say how many 
remained in Albania. 

Mr. Rugova said the crisis 
in the province could not be 
solved by giving it the sta- 


tus of a separate republic 
inside Yugoslavia. ■ 

Kosovo’s autonomy sta- 
tus was repealed by then 
Yugoslav Communist 
leader Slobodan Milosevic 
in 1989. Belgrade has since 
ruled the province through 
virtual martial law. 

Yugoslavia — made up of 
Serbia and Montenegro — 
has accused Albania of 
allowing its ethnic brethren 
from Kosovo to smuggle 
men and weapons across 
the border to aid the mili- 
tant groups’ fight for inde- 
pendence. 

The United States Friday 
called the latest outbreak of 
violence in Kosovo “trou- 
bling" and said it may 
impose new sanctions on 
Serbia as a result of its 
crackdown in the province 
which is 90 per cent ethnic 
Albanian. 


Canada hopes for more human 
rights concessions from Cuba 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien is 
hoping to turn his upcoming 
visit to Cuba into a diplomat- 
ic coup, with proof his 
“engagement not isolation" 
policy works, aides said 
Friday. 

Publicly. Canadian govern- 
ment officials have tried to 
keep expectations of the 
Sunday-io-Tuesday trip low. 
warning no dramatic break- 
through should be expected. 

But privately, some aides 
suggested Mr. Chretien 
would return home with new 
concessions on human rights, 
and possibly an agreement by 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
to release more political pris- 
oners. 

"I bet he doesn’t come back 
empty-handed." one official 
said privately Friday. 

The official could not say 
whether thar might mean the 
release of more prisoners, or 
concrete measures by Mr. 
Castro's Communist govern- 
ment to improve human 
rights in a verifiable manner. 

There have even been 
reports, which Canadian offi- 
cials refused to confirm, that 
Mr. Chretien would come 
back with a special message 
from Mr. Castro to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 


Canadian engagement with 


Cuba, while not new. is a rare 
foreign policy point thai puts 
it sharply at odds with the 
United States, its closest ally, 
most important trade partner 
and neighbour to the south. 


with which it generally acts in 
tandem on foreign affairs. 

Washington has had an 
economic embargo clamped 
on Havana for 36 years. 

And Cuba, pleased with 
Canada’s friendship despite 
U.S. pressure, was seen as 
likely to want to encourage 
continued Canadian engage- 
menu 

Canada, however economi- 
cally wed to the United 
States, is also Cuba's biggest 
trade partner. 

In a swipe at U.S. policy 
towards Cuba Tuesday, Mr. 
Chretien argued: “Isolation 
leads nowhere, but if we are 
engaging them in discussions 
and offering help as Canada 
has been able and willing to 
do. the people of Cuba and 
the president of Cuba wiU 
certainly be happy to have a 
dialogue. 

“I am sure that it will create 
some positive results, just as 
the Pope's visit did a few 
weeks ago." 

Mr. Chretien pledged to 
raise human rights issues 
when he meets with Mr. 
Castro, the first sitting 
Canadian prime minister to 
do so in 22 years. 

He told the House of 
Commons: “Of course we 
will raise the question of 
human rights ... because we 
believe in a policy of engage- 
ment of dialogue and of con- 
viction.” 

Later, senior government 
officials emphasized there 
would be no public show- 


down, saying Mr. Chretien 
would be pushing human 
rights issues “discreetly" dur- 
ing a working session and a 
working dinner with Mr. 
Castro. 

Soon after Mr. Chretien 
spoke, one senior Canadian 
official insisted: “The prime 
minister will not be carrying a 
secret message from 
Washington to Cuba, or from 
Cuba to Washington.” 

But Friday, another aide 
accepted a reporter's sugges- 
tion that the Clinton adminis- 
tration’s criticism of Mr. 
Chretien's trip had been quite 
low-key. 

Asked if that meant Mr. 
Chretien might be offering 
his services as an intermedi- 
ary, the aide replied: “I really 
can’t answer that But any- 
thing is possible.” 

Earlier this month, follow- 
ing Pope John Paul D's land- 
mark january 21-25 visit to 
Cuba, Havana released 300 
prisoners, including 70 dissi- 
dents. 

Fourteen of the freed dissi- 
dents and some of their rela- 
tives were flown to Canada to 
start new lives. 

Ottawa long has argued that 
trading with Cuba was a 
more effective way of gening 
Havana interested in democ- 
ratic opening than sanctions. 
Canada has fought tightening 
of the U.S. embargo, includ- 
ing the Helms-Burton law 
aimed at punishing third 
countries doing business with 
Cuba. 


Calm 
settles i 
Bosnia 
town aft i 
Croat riot 


SARAJEVO (AFPto^i 
Calm settled on the 
em Bosnian • to- 
Dryar Saturday, 
riot the day befotf 
which Croats turn 
anger on United 
targets. 

“The situation has 
bilised,” said 
Chris Kinsville-Hey 
NATO’s StabiUs 
Force, as 
SFOR troops con 
to patrol the town.^’ 
armoured vehicles. 

Local police said 14' 
people were injured in: 
the unrest, during which! 
at least five buildings' 
were set on fire, includ- 
ing the local office of the 
U.N.’s International. 
Police Task Force 
(IPTF). r 

U.N. personnel were : 
stoned, and vehicles 
overturned and set on 
fire. . 

There was also an: 
attempt to set fire to an' 
apartment building , 
where Serbs returning to. 
Drvar after the 1992-95 
war were temporarily • 
housed. international 
officials said. 

Croat leaders in Bosnia 
linked the violence to 
Croat frustration with the- 
return of Serbs who had 
fled Drvar when it was 
overtaken by Croat 
forces towards the end of 
the war. 

The town used to be 97 
per cent Serb, but now is 
dominated by Croats, 
most of whom are 
refugees from other parts 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina. ■ 
Fanning • .the • . mob’s, 
anger was an incident 
Thursday in .< *whfclh 
Sarajevo’s Cardinal- 
Virtko Puljic was trapped 
for six hours by 1,000 
Serbs inside a church in 
the northern city of 
Derventa. 

He was finally rescued 
by Norwegian SFOR 
troops, who were on alert 
Saturday as Bishop Pero 
Sudar, also from 
Sarajevo, was expected 
to attend a mass Saturday 
at Plehan, a village near 
Derventa. 

Drvar has been tense 
for several weeks, with a 
series of house-burnings 
and, on April 16, tire 
murder of an elderly Serb 
couple who had returned 
to reclaim their pre-war 
home. 

In a statement. High 
Representative Carlos 
Wesrendorp condemned 
appalling acts of organ- 
ised political violence’ 4 
and insisted thar the 
return of Bosnian 
refugees will continue. ; 

Some 1.8 million peo- 
ple are still living away 
from their old homes 
nearly 2-1/2 years after 
the end of Europe's worst 
conflict since World War 
II, during which an esti-’ 
mated 200,000 were 
killed. 

But the Croat vice pre$ : 
ident of Bosnia’s 
Muslim-Croat entity 1 - 
Vladimir Soljic, while 
appealing for calm, said: 
"The causes are much 
deeper. Basically it 
results from the massive 
return of Serbs to Dryar 
when nothing is being 
done for Croats to return 
to their homes.” 
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North Irish Catholic man found murdered 


BELFAST i R i — A young 
Roman Catholic man was 
found murdered in 
Northern Ireland early 
Saturday, raising fears that 
he may have been the lat- 
est random victim of sec- 
tarian violence persisting 
despite a peace accord this 
month. 

Northern Ireland police 
said the body of a man in 
his ear!v 20s was discov* 
ered with head wounds 
near a railway station in 


the village of Crumiin 
north of Belfast. 

It was found only a day- 
after two key Protestant 
guerrilla groups 

announced their support 
for the April 10 peace deal 
reached by eight main 
Protestant and Catholic 
political parties and the 
British and Irish govern- 
ments. 

The Ulster Defence 
Association and Ulster 
Freedom Fighters urged 


people Friday to endorse 
the agreement in what was 
seen as a further boost for 
the prospects of a “yes” 
vote in a referendum on 
May 22. 

Friends of the young 
Catholic told journalists he 
left a village bar Friday 
night to walk home alone. 
A taxi-driver was reported 
to have found him on a 
road close to the railway 
station. 

Tuesday, 


Catholic was shot dead ly 
a suspected pro-British 


a 29-year-old 


“loyalist” guerrillas in the 
town of Portadown, 40 
kilometres south ot 
Belfast. 

It was the I9th tnunlet 
since late December by 
rival pro-British Protestant 
and pro-Irish Catholic di* 
sident groups who oppo^ 
efforts to end the protract' 
ed communal conflict ovtf 
the future of British rule m 
Northern Ireland. -. 
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Spanish Socialist leader Jose Borrell gestures during his speech after wi nning his 
party’s first primary vote. Political maverick Sorrell won an upset victory to become 
the opposition Socialists’ candidate for prime minister in Spain's next general election 
(Renters photo) 

New Spanish Socialist leader 
brings change of generations 
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MADRID (R) — When 
former Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
resigned as Socialist Party 
chief last June. Jose BorreU 
was quick to declare: 
“Papa's gone. It's time for 
us to grow up.” 

The 5 1 -year-old political 
maverick has now claimed 
his place as leader of a new 
generation of Spanish 
Socialists by winning the 
party’s first-ever primary 
and becoming its candidate 
for prime minister in the 
□ext general election. 

His victory Friday was 
seen as a defeat not only 
for his rival, party 
Secretary-General Joaquin 
Almimia, but also for Mr. 
Gonzalez and other rop 
Socialists jvbo had., pub- 
licly -backed Mr. Almunia. 

But Mr. BorreU took a 
page out of Mr. Gonzalez’s 
own book of political strat- 
egy. 

it was Mr. Gonzales who 
pushed aside the Socialist 
old guard in 1974 and took 
over the party at a time 
when it was still banned 
under dictator General 
Francisco Franco. 

Mr. Gonzalez steered the 
party away from the radical 
left and adopted a more 
moderate strategy that 
helped it win the 1982 
election and remain in 
power for the next 14 


years. 

■“We have to elicit the 
enthusiasm that Felipe 
Gonzalez brought about in 
1982,” Mr. BorreU, who 
has depicted himself as a 
political outsider, said ear- 
lier this month. “We need a 
second change.” 

But unlike Mr. 
Gonzalez’s overhaul of the 
party in the 1970s, Mr. 
BorreU's victory is seen as 
reflecting more style than 
policy. 

The son of a baker from 
eastern Catalonia, Mr. 
BorreU, like Mr. Almunia, 
stands for Mr. Gonzalez's 
humane brand of moderate 
Socialism against the con- 
servative Popular Party 
government’s market-ori- 
ented approach. 

Both argue for stronger 
measures, tp combat' unem- 
ployment and achieve sus- 
tainable economic devel- 
opment 

But Mr. Borrell is seen as 
the idealist, driven to push 
through his policies 
regardless of the conse- 
quences, while Mr. 
Almunia h3S the image of 
the consummate politician 
always willing to negotiate 
behind closed doors. 

The rhetoric of Mr. 
BorreU, a U.S.- and Paris- 
educated aeronautics engi- 
neer and economist, is 
tinged with the fire of the 


true believer, as well as the 
skiUs of the orator. 

Mr. Borrell, who 
assumed his first Socialist 
government post as head of 
the budget at the tax min- 
istry in 1982, lashed out 
last week at a proposed 
income tax reform, accus- 
ing the government of pur- 
suing Reaganite and 
Thatcberite policies. 

His strongly argued con- 
victions have brought 
barbs from the television 
show Puppet News, which 
calls him “Know-it-all’ 
and “Super-Pepe." 

Mr. BorreU’s biggest 
challenge will be to con- 
vince Spanish voters the 
Socialists have mended 
their ways following a 
series of corruption and 
security scandals which 
-contributed; to .-Mr. 
Gonzalez’s narrow election 
defeat two years ago. 

The new leader brings to 
the task extensive experi- 
ence in the trenches of 
Spanish politics. 

As tax secretary from 
1984, he led a tough cam- 
paign against tax fraud in 
defence of the public sector 
that earned him the enmity 
of the movers and shakers 
in the banking industry. 

From 1991 to 1996, Mr. 
BorreU was public works 
minister, where he built up 
the Spanish road network. 
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Former PM says ready 
to replace Yeltsin in 2000 
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MOSCOW (R> — Russia’s 
former Prime Minister and 
presidential hopeful Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said Saturday 
be felt ready to succeed Boris 
Yeltsin in the year 2000 and 
said he still admired the pres- 
ident despite being sacked 
last month. 

“I am ready for the presi- 
dency and regard the pest not 
as sitting on a throne but as 
very tough work,” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin told a 
Congress of his centrist Our 
Home is Russia parry. 

■ Mr. Chernomyrdin. 60. 
served as prime minister for 
more than five years until 
Mr. Yeltsin suddenly 
dropped him on March 23 
and asked the little-known 
Seigei Kiriyenko to form a 
pew cabinet Ml Kiriyenko 
was approved in the post by 
.Parliament Friday. 

Ml Chernomyrdin, a for- 
Hier gas industry boss, reiter- 
ated his party's support for 
35-year-old Kiriyenko but 
said it would not hesitate to 


criticise the new cabinet if it 
made mistakes. 

Friday Vladimir Ryzhkov, 
a deputy speaker of the state 
Duma lower house of parlia- 
ment from Mr. 

Chernomyrdin’s party, said 
he expected several Our 
Home is Russia members to 
join Mr. Kiriyenko’s govern- 
ment. 

Ml Chernomyrdin urged 
his party to back his bid for 
the presidency. The next 
election is due in July 2000 
and Mr. Yeltsin. 67, has said 
he will not seek another four- 
year terra. 

Mr. Yeltsin has given only 
lukewarm backing to Mr. 
Chernomyrdin since the for- 
mer premier announced his 
decision to contest the presi- 
dency. 

Last month he said he had 
sacked Mr. Chernomyrdin to 
free him up to prepare for the 
presidential race. Mr. Yeltsin 
has been critical of the out- 
going government’s failure 
to tackle chronic wage and 


pension arrears suffered by 
millions of Russians. 

But in a message to 
Saturday’s our home 
Congress. Mr. Yeltsin 
praised the party’s commit- 
ment to market reforms and 
democracy. 

“Your organisation has 
established itself as an influ- 
ential and authoritative polit- 
ical force — you consistently 
take the course of reforms,” 
Mr. Yeltsin’s message said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said he 
felt no grudge against his for- 
mer boss. 

“I have always respected 
and still respect Boris Yeltsin 
both as president and as a 
man,” be told congress 
deputies. 

Despite having a solid 
party base and strong ties 
with Russia’s business elite, 
the door and unexciting 
Chernomyrdin is expected to 
face an uphill struggle to per- 
suade Russian voters that he 
is the best man to succeed 
Mr. Yeltsin. 
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Teenager fatally shoots 
teacher, wounds two students 






Washington iafp) 

-r A 14-year-old boy 
shot and killed a teacher, 
wounded two stu- 
dents while at a dance in 
a Pennsylvania town late 
Friday, CNN reported. 
Police said the 6oy 


bolted immediately after 
firing the shots, but was 
chased down by the 
dance hall owner and 
disarmed, according to 
Cable News Network. 

The teen, whose name 
was not released, was 


identified as an eighth- 
grade student at the J.W. 
Parker Middle School in 
northwest Pennsylvania. 

He is currently in cus- 
tody and will face mur- 
der charges, CNN report- 
ed. 
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Afghan peace talks in Pakistan 
fixed for Sunday after brief upset 


ISLAMABAD (.AFP) — 
Afghan peace talks under 
the auspices of the United 
Nations and the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference have been 
rescheduled for Sunday 
after failing to start 
Saturday, Pakistani and 
U.N. officials said 

The first session of a joint 
steering committee made up 
of delegates from the 
Afghan Taleban militia and 
a rival northern alliance will 
begin Sunday around 10:00 
a.m. (0500 GMT), a 
Pakistani foreign office 
spokesman said. 

A tentative agenda for the 
first face- [o- face meeting 
between the two Afghan 
sides has been drawn up by 
their coordinators, who 
have been meeting here 
since April 20, the 
spokesman told reporters. 

A Taleban delegation — 
which did not arrive here 
Friday leading to the read- 
justment of the schedule by 


the coordinators — flew 
into Islamabad late 
Sarurday. 

The spokesman did not 
disclose the contents of the 
tentative agenda, but said 
the “primary” task of the 
steering committee was to 
prepare the ground for a 
meeting of ulema or reli- 
gious scholars from both 
camps. 

Afghan sources said the 
talks* would also cover a 
permanent ceasefire and an 
exchange of prisoners. 

The Taleban Islamic mili- 
tia, which controls two- 
thirds of Afghanistan, wants 
an authoritative ulema com- 
mission to find a solution to 
the conflict in accordance 
with the principles of 
Islamic Sharia law. 

The opposition alliance 
holds the northern pan of 
the country. It includes the 
ousted government of for- 
mer President Burunuddin 
Rabbani. his military 
stronsman .Ahmad Shah 


Masood. ethnic Uzbek 
leader General Abdul 
Rashid Dosiam and the 
Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat fac- 
tion. 

The imra- Afghan meeting 
will start at the Punjab 
House, a state guest house, 
with a ceremonial sitting 
open to the press, which 
w ill be followed by a work- 
ing session. 

U.N'. and OIC representa- 
tives will participate in the 
work of the steering com- 
mittee. the spokesman said. 

He said Pakistan had 
worked hard to bring the 
Afghan sides together and it 
"remains optimistic.” 

“We have invested a lot of 
effort. We have urged them 
(Afghan parties) and plead- 
ed with them to come to the 
negotiating table and move 
towards peace and a broad- 
based government.'' he said. 

Islamabad has kept 
Afghanistan's neighbouring 
countries "fully briefed," 
the spokesman said, adding 


that and Saudi .Arabia had 
been “continually" visited 
by a Pakistani envoy. 

The United States and 
Iranian governments have 
sent "messages of support 
and good wishes.” the 
spokesman said. 

U.S. Ambassador to the 
U.N. Bill Richardson, who 
disclosed the talks agree- 
ment on April 17 after visit- 
ing Afghanistan, has con- 
veyed his “best wishes to all 
the participants” and his 
“gratitude" to Pakistan and 
its Premier Nawaz Sharif, 
the spokesman said. 

Neither U.N. nor 
Pakistani officials 

explained why the Taleban 
team could nor arrive 
Friday, but Afghan sources 
said the Islamic militia had 
"reservations” about issues 
the opposition wanted to 
raise. 

A nine-member delega- 
tion of the multi-faction 
Afghan northern alliance, 
who arrived in Pakistan 


Thursday for the talks, have 
said they would like to dis- 
cuss political issues, besides 
a ceasefire and prisoners 
exchange. 

The opposition’s intention 
to bring up the issue of a 
power-sharing deal appar- 
ently upset the Taleban, 
sources said. 

Thousands of Afghans 
have died in factional fight- 
ing since 1992 after the fall 
of Communist rule in 
Kabul. Earlier more than a 
million Afghans were killed 
during Muslim resistance 
against the L979-89 Soviet 
military occupation. 

The agreement on a truce 
and on the talks was made 
possible after strenuous 
spadework by Pakistan and 
U.N. special envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi. 

OIC Assistant Secretary 
General, Ibrahim Saleh 
Bakar. who is here to assist 
the talks, has said the 
Muslim World expected a 
positive outcome. 


Indonesian police fire rubber bullets 
at students as protests continue 


JAKARTA ( AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of students across 
Indonesia have staged anti- 
govemment protests in 
recent days, with police 
using rubber-coated bullets 
and tear gas against petrol 
bombs in one clash, reports 
said Saturday. 

Witnesses and press 
reports said police fixed rub- 
bo- bullets at students at two 
universities in the western 
city of Medan both Thursday 
and Friday to stop them 
demonstrating in the streets. 

The Jakarta Post daily and 
the witness said that in a 
clash Friday about 1 ,000 stu- 
dents at the Sl Thomas 
Catholic University in 


Medan threw petrol bombs at 
police, who responded with 
rubber bullets and tear gas. 

The witness said police 
used dozens of canisters of 
tear gas. Another witness 
said at least four people were 
injured and one student had 
to be rushed to hospital after 
becoming unconscious from 
the gas. 

"This was the most violent 
demonstration here in the 
last few months.” a student 
named as Katarina was quot- 
ed as saying by the Jakarta 
Post 

The students also set fire to 
tyres in Medan, the capital of 
North Sumatra province. 
Antara state news agency 


reported. 

The first witness said 
Friday's battles stemmed 
from growing tensions after 
a clash Thursday, when 
police used rubber bullets to 
stop students from the 
Medan Technological 

Institute (ITMi demonstrat- 
ing in the street. 

"Thursday the ITM stu- 
dents tried to rally to the 
streets but could not because 
the police would not allow 
them." he said, adding that 
Lhe police later fired robber 
bullets again to hold them 
back. 

The ’second witness said 
hundreds of students contin- 
ued protests in Medan 


Saturday at the North 
Sumatra University, North 
Sumatra Islamic University 
and Lhe Islamic North 
Sumatra Muhammadiyah 
University. 

The witness said 

Saturday's protests had so far 

passed without incident. 

Tens of thousands of stu- 
dents across Indonesia 
staged rallies Friday 

demanding sweeping 

reforms amid the country's 
worst economic crisis, the 
Jakarta Post reported. 

It said protests were also 
held Friday in Jakarta at the 
private National University, 
in the South Sulawesi 

provincial capital of 


Ujungpandang at the state 
Hasanuddin University, and 
in the North Sulawesi 

provincial capital of Manado 
at the Sam Ramlangi 

University. 

It said other raUies were 
held at various universities in 
the East Java provincial cap- 
ital of Surabaya, in the cen- 
tral Java town of Yogyakarta 

at the Gadjah Mada 

University and in the West 
Java provincial capital of 
Bandung at the Bandung 
Institute of Technology. 

A wave of student protests 
began at the end of February. 
Authorities have laigely tol- 
erated them provided they 
remain on campus. 


Trouble hits 
U.S. space 
shuttle 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(R) — A cabin air scrubber 
aboard the space shuttle 
Columbia failed late Friday, 
forcing the astronauts to 
switch to a backup system, 
mission control said. 

The life support system, 
which absorbs carbon dioxide 
exhaled by the astronauts, shut 
down about 11:30 pan. EDT 
(0330 GMT) as the crew was 
getting ready to go to bed, 
mission control commentator 
James Hartsfield said. 

‘There’s no immediate 
problem in the cabin atmos- 
phere,” he said “it’s certainly 
no safety issue." 

Columbia’s crew was 
instructed by mission control 
to install backup chemical 
canisters to remove carbon 
dioxide from the air overnight. 

Ml Hartsfield said there 
were “sufficient” canisters 
aboard and there had not been 
any dangerous buildup of car- 
bon dioxide. He did not say if 
there were enough chemicals 
to last until the end of the shut- 
tle’s planned 16-17 day mis- 
sion. 

When the carbon dioxide 
removal system first shut 
down, mission control sus- 
pected the problem was with 
its electronic controller. Bin 
when the astronauts switched 
to a second set of electronics, 
the system shut down again 
after 10 minutes. 

Astronaut Kay Hire report- 
ed hearing a strange noise 
about the time the device 
failed. 

“It was a noise I did not 
recognise,” she said 
Mission control suggested 
the sound was caused by the 
device’s compressor and was 
probably normal, but Hire 
insisted she had not beard it 
before. 

The astronauts, who were 
already running about two 
hours behind schedule when 
the problem cropped up were 
told to go to bed and get up an 
hour later than planned to 
catch up on lost sleep, 
Hartsfield said 



WE'VE NIA 



Nationwide Cellular 
Coverage of JORDAN 


Fastlink is proud to announce nationwide cellular coverage. The Fastfink network now covers all the 
main cities and highways ot Jordan from the Syrian border in the North to Aqaba in the South and from 
Azraq in the East to Ghor al Safi in the West, ottering all residents of the Kingdom the benefit of 
uninterrupted nationwide cellular coverage and unsurpassed service. 

Now everyone can Keep Close to those who matter - anytime and anywhere in the country! 

Call Fastlink Today! 
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Ban institutionalised 

♦ 

torture 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL Secretary 
General Pierre Sane summed up quite 
clearly the position of the international 
community on the practice of torture when 
he visited Israel recently. He told Israeli 
officials then that “torture is wrong whatev- 
er the circumstances even in the name of 
security or in the name of peace.” 

Israel prides itself as a model democracy 
and an oasis of freedom, rule of law and 
respect for human rights. Yet its highest 
court had upheld not too long ago the right 
of Israeli security forces to use “physical 
pressure” when interrogating Arabs sus- 
pected of breaching the country’s security. 
And by Israeli standards as condoned by 
the judicial system, shaking prisoners in a 
violent way is not torture. Deprivation of 
sleep is not torture. Holding Arab detainees 
incommunicado and under prolonged 
detention without a charge is all right Yet 
all such measures and methods of interro- 
gation are taboo when it comes to Israelis 
suspected of committing the most violent 
and abhorrent crimes. 

The International Convention Against 
Torture prohibits torture in no uncertain 
terms and whatever are the reasons, the 
Israelis should know by now. And there are 
no ifs and buts about this prohibition as far 
as Israel or any other country is concerned. 

Granted that the Jewish state has, though 
reluctantly and belatedly, acceded to sever- 
al basic human rights instruments. But the 
fact that its government has finally sig- 
nalled its willingness to conduct its affairs 
on the basis of international standards 
make it incumbent first on the state to 
amend its laws and secondly on the Israeli 
judiciary to make the proper rulings on all 
human rights issues in a manner consistent 
with international norms. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra’i's Sultan Hartab said the 50th anniversary of 
the establishment of the state of Israel marks also 
the 50th anniversary of the usurpation of Palestinian 
lands and the start of the sufferings of the 
Palestinian people. The writer said Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who went to Europe to visit sites of 
Jewish suffering under the Nazis should remember 
that the creation of the state of Israel was at the 
expense of the Palestinian people's rights, and the 
world should realise that the Palestinians have been 
facing their own Holocaust at the hands of what 
Hattab called neo Nazis in Palestine. The creation of 
Israel 50 years ago triggered the beginning of the 
erasing from the map of 485 Palestinian villages and 
towns to be replaced by Israeli settlements, noted 
the writer. He said if the Nazis committed massacres 
against the Jews of Europe, the Israelis have been 
carrying out systematic annihilation of the 
Palestinian nation since 1948. The writer said it is 
sad to see the world concerned about the security of 
Israel which is occupying Palestinian lands but no 
steps are taken to render justice to the oppressed 
people of Palestine who do not enjoy security and 
basic rights. 


A I Arab A I Ya win's Riyad Hroub reflected on the 
Rabia and Shmeisani crimes saying that their reper- 
cussions are still reverberating around the Kingdom. 
Only when the concerned security services have 
solved the mystery shrouding these organised 
crimes can the Jordanian people feel safe, said the 
writer. Millions of dinars are being spent on pur- 
chasing equipment and modem laboratories, but the 
concerned departments remain incapable of dealing 
with crimes of such proportions unless police cadres 
have received adequate training in pursuing the right 
course of investigations and search for criminals, 
said the writer. We have to admit that the police 
force in Jordan lacks the proficiency despite their 
strenuous efforts to deal with crime, and therefore 
the concerned authorities should arrange for police 
officers of high calibre to acquire advanced training 
courses in tracking down criminals, said the writer 
who also suggested that police officers and not 
members of the public be offered financial rewards 
as incentives to double their efforts in solving crim- 
inal cases. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Extremists take a look at privatisation 


EXTREMISTS FROM both sides of the political spec- 
trum would like to confront us with one of two options: 
Jordan should either liquidate the public sector com- 
pletely or it should back-down, and renounce the idea of 
privatisation. They get busy calculating benefits of one 
option and costs of the other that may result from going 
in this direction or that. 

To my knowledge there is no one in Jordan who called 
for the immediate and complete abolishment of the pub- 
lic sector and consequently the withdrawal of the gov- 
ernment from all projects including education, health 
care, airports, sea ports, mines and other natural 
resources. On the other hand l never ran into somebody 
who looks at privatisation as a taboo and reject it in 
absolute terms including the involvement of the govern- 
ment in hotels, newspapers, light industries and ser- 
vices. 

What we have is a search for priorities. We are Dying 
to deal with privatisation not as a sweeping concept but 
on a case-by-case basis. There should be no attempt to 
come up with a rigid formula that must be applied 
across the board irrespective of the results and obsta- 
cles. be they social, political, financial, or managerial. 

There are of course some enterprises owned by the 
government and managed by its bureaucrats which cre- 
ated a financial and administrative burden on its back. It 
is much better for the government to withdraw' and 


allow businessmen of the private sector to take-over cer- 
tain projects because they are more qualified to provide 
a better service at a lower cost and rid the government 
of the headache and the losses. 

Still, there are some strategic resources which should 
remain in public hands, at least it is too premature to pri- 
vatise or to place in the control of foreign hands. 

In the camp of the extreme left which believes in the 
absolute domination of the state and its public sector, as 
well as in the extreme right camp which calls for leav- 
ing everything to those who own the capital, we hear 
false arguments that are tossed about to scare the public. 

Take for instance the claim that Jordan’s indebtedness 
may rise by hundreds of millions of dollars unless the 
government finds a strategic partner to take the burden 
and rid the treasury of borrowing to finance urgent 
expansion and modernisation programmes of the com- 
munications sector. Ditto for electric power generation 
etc. 

As a matter of fact, privatisation in itself will not alter 
the amount of capital needed for expansion and mod- 
ernisation. The strategic partner will not provide financ- 
ing. The strategic partner will make the telecommunica- 
tions corporation borrow the funds. The debt of all pro- 
jects constitute part of Jordan's external indebtedness 
whether the borrower is a private or public enterprise. 
Future debt service in both cases is a burden on Jordan's 


future balance of payments and its resources 
exchange. The strategic partner will make the- dc*k 
commitment in his capacity as manager not m his pecfT 
sonal capacity. Even if a guarantee is needed, he will not; 
guarantee the share of the government 60 per centoa 
the case of the communications corporation. 

In fact the government will remain the implicit if not 
explicit guarantor of the debt because it will not allow* 
vital enterprise such as the Telecommumcaiions-- 
Corporation to go bankrupt and be liquidated in case p£ 
its failure to meet its debt obligations. 

We understand privatisation as a mechanism to- 
improve efficiency, and competitiveness, but it has. " 
nothing to do with financing which will remain^ 
Jor danian liability, whether it is carried in the books 61 

a public or private sector enterprise. 

So far the government failed to provide evidence of 
the desirability of inDoducing a strategic sector, espe- 
daily when technology is available in the market, and 
we can't escape borrowing. On the contrary: Having a : 
strategic partner will limit our freedom to choosetbe 
best technology in the market because we have to buy it 
only from one source at any price. 

The strategic partner will not provide the technology 
free of charge, will not borrow money in its own name, 
and may sacrifice the country's interests in view of his 
global network interests. 
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Who best to push the peace process forward? 


By George S. Hishmeh 


WASHINGTON — The historic 
Northern Ireland peace agreement 
announced earlier this month herald- 
ing peace in that strife-tom region for 
the first time in 30 years has naturally 
attracted wider attention from those 
dealing with its other famously 
intractable counterpart — the derailed 
Middle East peace process. 

How will the Irish settlement influ- 
ence thinking on those searching for 
an Arab-Israeli settlement has been the 
fodder for many a Mideast Dou- 
bleshooter and watcher. 

For a start, there has been wide spec- 
ulation here that the success of former 
U.S. Senator George Mitchell in medi- 
ating the conflict in Ulster could cut 
short the mediation of Dennis Ross, 
the U.S. Mideast peace coordinator, 
who has not had much luck lately with 
his mission but is currently in the 
region for yet another attempt at reviv- 
ing the stalled negotiations between 
the Palestinians and Israelis. 

The replacement of Ross would 
undoubtedly please many an Arab 
leader, especially the Palestinians, 
who have often voiced their distrust of 
the American-Jewish mediator. 

Although many Arab-American 
leaders and others would like to see 
Mitchell take a crack at Mideast nego- 
tiating. there is not that unflinching 
support among the leadership of the 
Arab- .American community for the 
former senator, who was bom to a 
Lebanese mother and Irish father but 
was adopted by an Irish-American 
family at a young age. Mitchell, who 
was the Senate Majority Leader, one 
of the highest positions in the U.S. 
government. lacks any public record 
of sympathetic support for an hon- 
ourable Middle East settlement or any 
noteworthy position for a new 
Lebanon. He was at one point consid- 
ered by President Clinton for the posi- 
tion of secretary of state. 

With the Middle East peace process 
deadlocked for more than a year. Ross 
has reportedly been encountering 
problems with his colleagues at the 
State Department. Unlike Ross. 
Assistant Secretary of State Martin 
Indyk. a one-time ambassador to Israel 
and who is also Jewish, is said to be 
advocating a tougher line against the 
right-wing government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu. There also have been 
recent reports that even Secretary of 
State Madeleine K. Albright is now 
questioning some of the judgements of 
her long-serving mediator, and relying 
more on Undersecretary’ of State 
Thomas Pickering, a former ambas- 


sador to Israel and Jordan, and the 
third-ranking State Department offi- 
cial. 

Hence, the State Department 
announcement April 20 that Indyk will 
be accompanying Ross on the Dip has 
raised many an eyebrow on the reason 
behind this joint assignment for the 
two top aides on Middle East affairs 
who are known to differ on the neces- 
sary steps for reviving the process. 
This was all the more surprising since 
it comes days before Secretary' 
Albright will be seeing Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafar and Israeli 
Prime Minister Netanyahu in London 
early next month. 

A decision to replace Ross will need 


Although many Arab- 
American leaders and 
others would like to 
see [George] Mitchell 
take a crack at 
Mideast negotiating, 
there is not that 
unflinching support 
among the leadership 
of the Arab-American 
community for the- 
former senator . . 


the support of President Clinton 
because Ross holds the rank of ambas- 
sador but remains answerable to 
Albright. Interestingly. Ross unlike all 
other American ambassadors in the 
Middle East, does not report to Indyk. 
probably one factor contributing to 
their differences. 

Robert Satioff. executive director of 
the Washington Institute for Near East 
policy, whose first top executive was 
Indyk. argued in a weekend article that 
"the two conflicts are fundamentally 
different, and the solutions reached at 
Stormont last week and in Oslo in 
1993 are very different, too." 

However, after agreeing with a com- 
ment by President Clinton that “the 
lesson of Stormont for the Mideast is 
just don't ever stop," Satioff reminded 
the American president that “an equal- 
ly important lesson is don’t ever try to 
dictate terms of an agreement," 
Although the American ideas for a 
solution to the conflict in Northern 
Ireland were voiced publicly bv 


Mitchell. Satioff nevertheless said: 
“As history has shown. American 
engagement in Mideast diplomacy is 
necessary for its success, but not suffi- 
cient. In the Mideast case. Israelis and 
Palestinians don't need a distinguished 
ex-senator such as George Mitchell to 
help them achieve their own Stormont; 
they already made their own deal, 
without direct U.S. assistance, at 
Oslo." 

On the other hand. Richard H. 
Curtiss, a former senior foreign ser- 
vice officer who was speaking April 
19 at Georgetown University on the 
occasion of “fifty years of Palestinian 
dispossession," advocated a return to 
“traditional American support for 
human rights, self-determination and 
fair play” in the Middle East. 

Curtiss recalled a 1996 Washington 
Post news article "gloating ... how the 
making of U.S. Middle East policies 
had been wrestled away from the so- 
called ‘Arabists' — meaning career 
foreign service officers who had 
served in the area, could read and 
speak its languages, and understood 
and respected its religions and cul- 
ture." 

He said the Washington Post bad 
noted at the time that “U.S. Middle 
East policy was now solely in the 
hands of Jewish political appointees 
who had lived in Israel and spoke 
Hebrew" and identified these as Indyk, 
Ross and Aaron David Miller, the 
deputy Mideast peace coordinator. 

"Since the article celebrating the 
final defeat of the Arabists was pub- 
lished.” Curtiss told the conference, 
Netanyahu “has felt safe in renouncing 
the Oslo accords ... without fear of 
U.S. retaliation, thus ending the 
Middle East peace process." 

Underlining the growing unpopular- 
ity and insecurity that Americans 
sometimes feel in the region, Curtiss 
blamed these on such decisions as the 
recent vote at the United Nations when 
the U.S. and Micronesia were the only 
two member states to vote against a 
resolution “calling upon Israel to curb 
further encroachments on Palestinian 
lands by Jewish settlers.” Curtiss 
stressed: “Our Israel-centered Middle 
East policies are leading our counuy 
to disaster, and possibly even to war.” 
He insisted that “domestic political 
interests should not dictate U.S. for- 
eign policy (and) only when the 
American people lake back the conuol 
of American policy from the special 
interests which are so distorting it 
today, will Americans again be safe 
anywhere in the world." 


Netanyahu flies high, 
but it better not 
go to his head 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


WASHINGTON — 
Clinton administration 
officials insist that this 
time, for sure, no kidding, 
absolutely, positively, the 
Mideast peace process is 
entering its endgame. 
Either Yasser Arafat and 
Benyamin Netanyahu say 
“yes” to the U.S. compro- 
mise plan for tying up all 
the outstanding issues 
before final-status negoti- 
ations. or else. 

The "or else” is that the 
Clintonites will make 
their compromise propos- 
als public and then let the 
parties ’fend for. th'em- 
seWes.-*" - • • ■' • 

And since it~ is Mr. 
Netanyahu who has been 
resisting the U.S. plan — 
for a roughly 13 per cent 
phased Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank in 
return for phased 
Palestinian fulfilment of 
security and political 
commitments — the 
threat is directed primari- 
ly at him. 

A las. Mr. Netanyahu 
does not seem to be quak- 
ing in his boots. 

Give him his due. For 
all his fumbling, he 
understands power. He 
can smell weakness. And 
for now he clearly detects 
an imbalance of power in 
his favour, which is why 
he keeps calling the 
Clinton team's bluff. 

He detects that the U.S. 
defeat of the Soviet Union 
and Iraq has left the Arab 
states with no military 
option.’ They can huff and 
puff, but none of them 
will bring any military 
weight to bear on behalf 
of the Palestinians. Both 
the Arab and the 
Palestinian middle classes 
have, for the moment, 
opted out of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

He detects that with 
gasoline at $1 a gallon 
(26 cents a liDe) in the 
United States and 
American oil companies 
diversified outside the 
Middle East, the Arab oil 
lobby in Washington 
today is dead. So now 
when the Israel lobby 
calls senators, like Connie 
Mack and Joe Lieberman, 
and tells them to jump, 
the only question they ask 
is: How high? 

Senators Mack and 

Lieberman sponsored a 
Senate letter effectively 
demanding that Bill 

Clinton abandon 

America’s balanced medi- 
ator role in Arab-Israel 
negotiations — which 
produced the 1973 disen- 
gagement accords. Camp 
David and the Madrid 
breakthrough — and 

instead use America’s 
weight to pressure Mr. 
Arafat to accept whatever 
Mr. Netanyahu offers. 

• Mr. Netanyahu detects 
that Mr. Clinton and Al 
Gore have no stomach for 
any politically explosive 
showdown with him. He 
detects that the 


dent's national security 
adviser. Sandy Berger, is 
more willing to bring 
domestic political calcu- 
lations into U.S. foreign 
policy than any previous 
NSC adviser. 

And he detects that 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, 
although she got off to an 
excellent start in the 
Middle East, has lost her 
nerve — partly because 
she is always uncertain of 
how much Mr. Clinton 
will back her and partly 
because sbe has yet to 
articulate any coherent 
framework for U.S. for- 
eign policy ; and J ‘ the 
national- > = interest, - aoi 
therefore she has • bCen 
unable to extract Arab- 
Israeli diplomacy from 
domestic U.S. politics. 

The question is: What 
will Mr. Netanyahu do 
with this unbalance of 
power? He seems to think 
he has two options. 

Option one is to use his 
leverage to cut a good 
deal, a better deal than the 
Labour Party ever could 
have got, a deal that whit- 
tles the Palestinian 
demands (for this' second- 
phase withdrawal) down 
from 20 to 30 per cent of 
the West Bank to lLor 12 
per cent — but a deal that 
still leaves . .the 
Palestinians with enough 
gains to want to continue 
Oslo and cooperate with 
Israel on security. This 
option would cost him 
some support within his 
own rightist coalition, but 
would make him a hero 
nationally. 

Option two is to assume 
that he can use the imbal- 
ance of power to cram 
whatever he wants down 
the Palestinians' throats 
— such as less than full 
sovereignty over less than 
half the West Bank. And 
if the Palestinians won't 
accept that, so this option 
assumes, he can live with 
the stalemate at no cost 
because the United States 
will not punish him, 
because the Arabs will 
never get their act togeth- 
er, and because Israel’s 
Labour Party is too weak 
to mount aoy domestic 
challenge. 

But there is a third 
option, one that Mr. 
Netanyahu may not see. It 
is option two with a dif- 
ferent ending — one in 
which everyone doesn’t 
just bow to thi s imbalance 
of power. 

In this option, the U.S.- 
Israeli relationship slowly 
erodes; the Arab cold war 
against Israel re-emerges; 
Israel gets re-ghettoised 
in the region and eventu- 
ally exposed to a hot war 

with unconventional 

weapons; and the 
Palestinian middle class 
gets re-radicalised and 
starts killing again — - first 
its own leaders and then 
Israelis. 1 

Beware of option tbre®- - 
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King urges Netanyahu 
to revive peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

as he has promised, and 
we will support him in 
this” he said in an 
impromptu speech. 

“We see ourselves in a 
critical time — a time 
when we can contribute 
to build on our own 
achievements, particular- 
ly regarding the situation 
in Israel and Palestine,” 
he said before receiving 
the German Media annual 
award for outstanding 
international figures. 

“We cannot afford to 
loose time and we cannot 
miss . the opportunity to 
move forward,” King 
Hussein said. 

Other winners of the 
prize, an award conferred 
by leading newspapers 
and magazines, include 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl 'and the 
late French President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

President Herzog, who 
handed His Majesty the 
media prize, hailed the 
King’s efforts to keep the 
peace process alive, say- 
ing the prize was a recog- 
nition of his life’s work in 
trying to bring about rec- 
onciliation in the Middle 
East 

“This prize is a recogni- 
tion of your intrinsic 
qualities; for visionary 
strength, for pragmatism, 
for readiness to cooperate 
and — last but not least 
— for the ability to com- 
municate,” he told the 
King. 

The Monarch said dia- 
logue and understanding 
were the way to forward 
such a mission. 

“How can we sort out 
our problems if we never 
put ourselves in the place 
of- those, with; whom we 
itaye ^problems?" he 
askdd. ' 

Questions like this, he 
added, were on the mind 
of the people of the Mid- 
dle East: Jordanians, 

Palestinians, Israelis and 
Arabs. Hence, be said, the 
present opportunity for 
peace should be seized in 
order to secure a better 
future and attain a lasting 
peace on all Arab-Israeli 
fronts. 

He also called on all 
parties to continue the 
struggle against terror- 
ism, saying those who 
revert to violence were 


the enemies of peace. 

He also praised Mr. 
Peres, describing him as 
an old friend committed 
to the cause of peace. 

In return, Mr. Peres told 
reporters: “I think if there 
is a man who deserves 
(the award), it is His 
Majesty King Hussein.” 
“His Majesty is a 
builder of peace, a maker 
of peace and a maintainer 
of peace," Mr. Peres said. 
“He has shown enough 
courage to propose the 
structure of peace, 
enough will to make it a 
policy and enough wis- 
dom to maintain it despite 
all rhe difficulties.” 

King Hussein thanked 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
for the continued help 
and support she provides 
him in difficult times and 
said she has been his part- 
ner in building the nation. 

His Majesty later met 
with Mr. Arafar and Mr. 
Peres and discussed with 
both leaders issues block- 
ing the peace process and 
the three men stressed the 
need to forge ahead to 
reach a final settlement. 

Their meeting precedes 
the May 4 Middle East 
peace meeting in London, 
what could probably be 
the last chance to achieve 
a breakthrough. 

“We are at a very criti- 
cal stage,” the Monarch 
told reporters after the 
talks. “I believe that in 
the coming short period, 
matters will hopefully 
either . take the right 
course or those responsi- 
ble for obstructing the 
peace process will have to 
take responsibility for 
their own actions." 

The three leaders also 
praised the American 
efforts to move peace 
making, especially recent ' 
U.S. proposals on a fur- . 
ther Israeli troop rede- 
ployment from areas of 
the West Bank. 

“We are referring to the 
U.S. as a partner in the 
peace process,” His 
Majesty said. “Rejecting 
the involvement of this 
partner is an insensible 
thing." 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is 
expected to meet sepa- 
rately with Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Netanyahu in London 
at the end of her Asian 
tour to try and break the 
impasse amid rising seep- 


process 

ticism. 

However, responding to 
a question on the meet- 
ing, the King said that 
Washington was commit- 
ted to playing an active 
and influential role in the 
negotiations. 

“The role of peacemak- 
ers is to get together and 
work hand-in-hand to 
defend the rights of the 
coming generations to 
enable them to live in a 
comprehensive and last- 
ing peace and stability in 
the Middle East,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat told the Jor- 
dan Times before his 
departure from Germany 
on Saturday that his 
meeting with the King 
and Mr. Peres looked into 
means to salvage the 
peace process. 

“We discussed ways of 
rescuing the process, 
especially with the stub- 
born and irresponsible 
policies of Mr. Netanyahu 
that are aimed at destroy- 
ing the process," Mr. 
Arafat said. 

He also reiterated the 
Palestinian's commitment 
to all redeployment 
agreements signed with 
the Israelis. 

Mr. Peres expressed his 
dismay over the shackled 
peace process saying: “It 
is very difficult, but I 
don't think it is lost and I 
don’t think it is dead." 

He told reporters that 
“every great historic 
movement has its set- 
backs and disappoint- 
ments and failures, but 
there is no alternative, 
and despite all the diffi- 
culties I don’t hear any 
tvoices calling for war.” 

He urged Mr. 
‘Netanyahu to take some 
risks saying Israeli pre- 
mier was too worried 
with his own coalition 
government that has 
shown division over the 
course of peace. 

“You can’t have peace 
without risks, otherwise 
you will have the risk of 
war," Mr. Peres said. 
"And it is better to have 
the risk of peace than the 
risk of war." he stressed. 
“I think we shouldn't 
loose our hearts now, we 
must go ahead.” 


JTV launches 3rd channel 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arabic and English. 

‘The new channel will 
not have a separate identi- 
ty from the first and sec- 
ond channels. It will 
cover different issues that 
will help compliment 
them,” said British-edu- 
cated Mr. Judeh, 37, who 
took over the new post as 
head of the Television and 
Radio Corporation earlier 
this year. 

During the press confer- 
ence, Mr. Judeh unveiled 
JTV’s new logo, to be for- 
mally screened on Sun- 
day, ahead of a four-day 
celebration that will start 
on April 27. It will be 
used until Lhe end of 
1998. 

The Royal Crown, a 
symbol of the Monarchy, 
is embedded in an eye- 
shaped form at the heart 
of the logo, with the fig- 
ure 30 situated at the end 
of the eye against blue- 
coloured background. 

“Coming-up with this 
new logo has taken a lot 
of time and effort," he 
said adding that JTV had 
placed ads in local dailies 
seeking specialised agen- 
cies to help develop the 
new image. However, 
JTV staff provided the 
final product. 

"We benefited from sug- 
gestions sent by several 
agencies which we used 
to develop our own ideas 
and perspectives," Mr. 
Judeh said. 

‘The logo will have 
many versions that will be 
psed to mark programme 
intermissions, including a 


still image of the picture 
described earlier and a 
longer 30-second version 
that starts with animation 
and ends with the logo 
form,” he added. 

“Our focus was placed 
mainly on transporting a 
better visual concept with 
a futuristic perspective,” 
said Rani a Khouri, mem- 
ber of the JTV team 
responsible for imple- 
menting JTV's facelift. 

She said images of the 
new logo start with differ- 
ent sites and scenery from 
areas around Jordan 
reflecting all aspects of 
life, ranging from urban 
to rural, and end with the 
main logo form. 

Mr. Judeh said a new set 
of programmes will be 
transmitted during the 
April 27-30 celebrations 
that will provide viewers 
a glimpse of JTV’s 
upcoming programme 
cycle to be launched on 
May 1. also marking 
International Labour Day. 

Mr. Judeh and other JTV 
officials said the new 
cycle will have a wider 
variety of programmes 
dealing with different 
aspects of today’s world. 

'The change is not a 
marginal one. Rather, it 
heralds a new phase in 
JTV’s history," Mr. Judeh 
said. 

New programmes will 
feature women and family 
issues, live talk shows and 
contests, a hidden camera 
programme, new children 
programmes, classic JTV 
productions and drama 
work. 

A contest show called 


“Remember and Win” 
will host retired JTV staff 
including old anchormen 
and women as well as 
directors and technicians. 

He said he hoped the 
new programmes and logo 
will help the audience 
identify with JTV chan- 
nels. 

JTV will launch three 
talk shows a week — 
political, economic and 
press-oriented — in 
which JTV will receive 
live questions from the 
public, a novelty in Jor- 
dan but common on other 
Arab TV stations. 

The new facelift also 
includes a restructuring of 
Jordan’s five-year-old 
satellite channel to help 
boost the country’s image 
abroad and reflect its 
modernisation. 

Mr. Judeh said that com- 
paring JTV’s performance 
with a host of competing 
satellites aiming various 
programmes did not pose 
a threat to JTV. 

“Comparison helps us 
reevaluate our perfor- 
mance," he said. 

He said channels should 
be evaluated from a wider 
perspective, not by one or 
two successful pro- 
grammes but by their gen- 
eral policy and perfor- 
mance. 

“We cannot claim per- 
fection, but we. always 
aim at improving,” he 
said. 


The most hated man in Britain 
has a good point about sanctions 



Scottish MP George Galloway visits four-year-old Mariam Hamzeh in hospi- 
tal (Reuters photo) 


By Andrew Man - 

IT’S A JOB one Labour MP 
always has to have: “The most 
odious man in Britain" is a 
semi- forma] honorific held in 
the past by Tony Benn 
(MOMB. retired, now much- 
loved grand fatherly diarist), 
Dennis Skinner (now revered 
parliamentary relic and almost- 
loyalisti and Ken Livingstone 
who, although still a threat as a 
London mayoral candidate, is 
officially less odious now that 
talking to Sinn Fein is done in 
the best circles. 

So. who next? The new can- 
didaxe-MOMBer is George 
Galloway, a moustachio’d 
Scottish MP who may need 
some introduction south of the 
bonier. “Gorgeous George” is 
the man whose hand-shaking 
meeting with Saddam Hussein 
and whose recent ushering into 
Britain of a 4-year-old Iraqi 
girl for cancer treatment infuri- 
ated the foreign policy estab- 
lishment. 

But be has form. He is 
almost a professional infuria- 
tor. He is hated by different 
ministers for an impressive 
variety of reasons. He was 
snubbed by Gordon Brown 
after passing a copy of Paul 
Routledge's biography of the 
Chancellor to a journalist. At 
the Scottish Office, they regard 
him as a quasi-nationalist and a 
sub- revolution ary poseur. 

Going further back, his 
fiercely pro-Palestinian line at 
Dundee city* chambers, which 
flew the PLO flag as it failed to 
attract investment, was seen as 
terrible advertising for that 
struggling town. His career at 
War on Want, including a sex 
scandal in Greece was, to put it 
mildly, controversial. He is not, 
in short, a sound fellow. He is a 
leftist romantic, the sort for 
“friendship societies” and 
international solidarity com- 
mittees and perhaps the last 
man in public life who can use 
the word "cadre" without 
embarrassment. But then, our 
political history is liaered with 
radicals who were mostly dis- 
liked, and often daft, but who 
nevertheless pointed out 
uncomfortable truths that the 
respectable, grown-up world 
blithely refused to confront. 

It seems to me that on Iraq, 
Galloway follows squarely in 
the same tradition. As Rupert 
Cornwell argued recently, he is 
broadly right about the futility 
of sanctions. But since that arti- 
cle, Galloway has been further 
vilified on this subject and this 
weekend was the target of a 
News of the World sex 
"expose," about which he is 
suing. Given that the govern- 
ment is hosting a conference in 
London just now on the vexed 


question of the Iraqi oil-for- 
food deal and Galloway is its 
main tormentor on the issue, 
the story was at the very least 
happily limed for the powers 
ihatbe. 

The London conference, is in 
fact further evidence of the 
oddity, even the madness, of 
our current position. Lets 
recap. At the time of the Gulf 
war, we could easily have 
destroyed Saddam Hussein's 
army and driven him from 
power. Given that he is regular- 
ly compared in the West to 
Hitler, historians will wonder 
why we didn't, whatever the 
U.N. position. Instead, we 
imposed sanctions. But sanc- 
tions don’t bring down 
regimes, whether in South 
Africa, Libya or Iran (Corn- 
well. op. ciu. Saddam seems, 
if anything, stronger than he 
was before the invasion of 


Kuwait. Sanctions have actual- 
ly helped him. by aiding the 
paranoia, ignorance and isola- 
tion on which his regime feeds, 
without in anyway undermin- 
ing his internal power struc- 
ture. 

His torturers and army thugs 
are free to repress, murder and 
intimidate across most of Iraq: 
am one who thinks that short- 
ages of sugar or painkillers are 
going to per>uade the citizens 
to rise up in democratic, liberal 
protest. doesn't know their 
Baghdad from their Budapest. 
The only way sanctions have 
"worked” is in making mil- 
lions of ordinary Iraqis' lives 
almost intolerable. They have 
“worked" in that they have hurt 
children in hospital. They have 
“worked" because they have 
killed peasants whose only 
crime wum to be bom in one 
pan of the Middle East rather 


than another. Meanwhile. 
Western 'uhease about killing 
Iraqi civilians for diplomatic 
ends is beginning to grow, so 
that one day it may rival West- 
ern unease about actually fight- 
ing. 

The London conference is 
about a proposed expansion of 
the barter arrangement that 
allows food into Iraq in return 
for oil. Though Galloway and 
the Arab League regard this as 
a U.S.-British plot ultimately 
designed to keep a sanctions 
policy' in place, it is also possi- 
ble to read the new moves on 
food-for-oil as a cautious 
recognition that sanctions have 
been too brutal. 

Meanwhile, in another part 
of the woods, the warrior- 
drums are beating again. Kofi 
Annan's trip to Baghdad in 
February partially defused a 
crisis over the inspections. But 


the inspectors arc again at boil- 
ing point. 

Richard Butler, the Aus- 
tralian diplomat who heads the 
U.N. team, said in a recent 
interview that Iraq had an 
opportunity over the past 
month to give "a full and com- 
plete declaration of past bio- 
weapons programmes and 
where they stand now... and 
they blew it." Butler seems to 
have little doubt what the effect 
will be when he reports to the 
U.N. later this week: "The last 
time we released a report Like 
this, it triggered the crisis in the 
Gulf." William Cohen, the 
U.S. Defence Secretary, has 
made similarly tough com- 
ments during a visit to a U.S. 
air base in Turkey. 

Saddam Hussein and his 
supporters dearly see the 
stormdouds gathering too. In 
interviews with Reuters they 
said exactly what hyped -up 
and perhaps terrified people 
always say when some despot- 
ic regime marches them in its 
defence against “the aggres- 
sor." Their expressions of 
maniacally patriotic determi- 
nation would have translated 
perfectly into propaganda from 
Albania under Hoxha or North 
Korea today. 

So we won’t drive Saddam 
Hussein from power. We know 
sanctions don't work and we 
sit around in London express- 
ing unease about their human 
effects. On the other hand, we 
might bomb Baghdad a bit just 
to show how cross we are. We 
won’t kill the tiger, and we 
cannot starve him. So let's jab 
a sharpened stick through the 
bars and see what happens. 

It is a futile wreck of a poli- 
cy. even if it came about for 
virtuous reasons — the result 
of a fastidious legalism that the 
world probably needs. It would 
be more moral and humane to 
be less legal — to send teams 
of assassins into Iraq - day' after 
day or. alternatively, to offer 
Saddam a secure island par- 
adise and a mound of gold for 
the rest of his life in return for 
leaving Iraq. 

But whatever we do. we 
should lift the sanctions. They 
arc cruel and utterly pointless. 
They haven't harmed a hair of 
Saddam's moustache. Nor will 
trading with Iraq make him a 
more dangerous man — all 
history suggests the opposite. 
Like Galloway or loathe him. 
he has a simple argument that 
needs to be heard above tittie- 
tatile or smears. He is telling 
truth to power. Meanwhile, 
aren't these sanctions The 
Most Odious Policy in Britain? 
If not I'd like to hear what’s 
worse. 

— The Independent 


Forum must rejuvenate, tackle inter-Arab issues 


(Continued from page 1) 

Alt Attiqa, adding that the 
impact of globalisation on 
nation building should be 
discussed. 

The first item to be dis- 
cussed at the general 
assembly meeting today, 
will be a report evaluating 
the performance of the 
Forum since its inception in 
1981. A number of policy 
recommendations regard- 
ing the nature of the Forum 


and how to make it more 
effective, will be reviewed 
by the board of directors. 

“The Forum objectives 
are not going to be subject- 
ed to change, but there are 
recommendations regard- 
ing the com posi Lion of the 
board, and frequency of 
elections," Dr. Attiqa told 
the Jordan Times. 

These policy issues have 
already been reviewed in 
last year's meeting, but will 
be submined to the ATF's 


general assembly during 
today's session. 

The agenda will also tack- 
le funding and how to 
ensure the Forum's finan- 
cial independence. The 
Forum has been struggling 
through financial con- 
straints. but. Dr. Attiqa 
remarked, "this problem is. 
common to all non-govern- 
mental organisations that 
Jo not have any claim on 
the budgeis of any state." 

The establishment of an 


endowment for the Forum 
has been recommended to 
secure a minimum income 
that would meet current 
expenses. Another means of 
raising funds is by eliciting 
the support of more institu- 
tions from the private sec- 
tor through membership 
fees, said Dr. Aniqa. 

Among the topics that 
will also be discussed is 
Inter-Arab relations: "The 
general feeling is that Arab- 
Arab relations should have 


a high priority. The discord 
among various Arab 
regimes is chronic and fre- 
quent." 

“It is felt that there is a 
need to analyse this issue to 
prevent lack of communi- 
cation among Arab govern- 
ments on issues of common 
concern not only to the pre- 
sent generation, but also to 
future generations," Dr. 
Attiqa said. 


Dialogue, based on facts, is road to Arab renaissance 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

its glorious form. 

“Acting from our princi- 
ples and interests and in 
harmony with ourselves we 
ought to give intellect pri- 
ority over political emo- 
tions, “ added Prince Has- 
son. 

He called on the Arab 
Nation to adopt a sound 
regional system of behav- 
iour defining the rights and 
duties of Si people and 
nations in the region, 
adding that this approach 
should be based on the con- 
cept of building bridges of 
cooperation and on respect 
of other nations’ rights. 

Prince Hassan underlined 
the importance that only 
competent and qualified 


people assume responsibili- 
ty so as to prevent anar- 
chists from imposing their 
own agenda on others. 

Referring to Islam, the 
Regent described it as a 
source of peace, co-exis- 
tence and security that has 
never preached killing or 
chaos. He called for intensi- 
fied efforts on the pan of 
Muslims to salvage the 
image of Islam from the 
distortion to which it has 
been exposed. 

He urged the Arab Nation 
to deal with world develop- 
ments in a manner that 
would best serve its own 
interests and save it from 
the risk of facing political 
or social abuse. 

The Regent pointed out 
that among the challenges 


facing Arabs is the trend of 
creating international eco- 
nomic blocs, reminding his 
audience that the world is 
now witnessing a new real- 
ity in international rela- 
tions. 

He said that the Arab 
region should seek to estab- 
lish its own role and status 
among these blocs rather 
than remaining marginal. 

Referring to a" recent 
meeting between western 
and south-eastern nations in 
London, the Crown Prince 
said that the meeting 
excluded the countries of 
western Asia which enjoy 
70 per cent of the world's 
sources of energy. He said 
thar the world is rapidly 
moving towards the market 
economy., however, unfor- 


tunately. this concept in our 
region is based on dealing 
in arms and trading oil. 

He said that the world 
should pay more attention 
to comprehensive social, 
economic and cultural 
security. 

Wanting against divisions 
in the Arab World, the 
Regent said the common 
denominator should be a 
call for reforms and for rec- 
onciliation which must 
serve as a meeting point 
leading eventually to con- 
sensus and common politi- 
cal appeal. 

"If we want innovation 
we ought to aim at creativi- 
ty in the coming decade,” 
the Crown Prince stressed. 

"The time has come for 
activating social and politi- 


cal institutions and for 
objectively examining our 
problems and the chal- 
lenges facing the Arab 
World, and we should 
attain at least the minimum 
level of solidarity and 
cooperation to serve nation- 
al causes," he added. 

Noting that Jordan more 
than other Arab states 
directs its attention to inter- 
Arab trade, the Regent said 
that it was necessary to pro- 
mote economic and trade 
relations among Arab coun- 
tries. 

Urging Arab states to 
shoulder their responsibili- 
ties, Prince Hassan said that 
"this is needed so that we 
would not fall prey to terms 
dictated on us by others.” 
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Saudi government still paying 


arrears despite low oil price 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia will honour 
its promise to pay billions 
of dollars in arrears to local 
farmers and contractors 
this year despite a plunge 
in its oil income, analysts 
said Saturday:^- - . 

The world’s leading oil 
producer and exporter has 
approved the payment of 
more than four billion dol- 
lars in outstanding domes- 
tic debt, including nearly 
Si. 5 billion to farmers for 
orders made over the past 
two years. 

Bankers in Riyadh said 
around 2.2 billion Saudi 
riyals (S5S6 million ) were 
paid this month while 
another instalment of three 
billion riyals (SSOO mil- 
lion) would be released in 
August or September. 

The bulk of the arrears 
were in return for govern- 
ment purchases in 1996 
and 1997 of wheat, barley 
and other crops from local 
farmers as pan of its policy 
to encourage domestic 
farm production in the 
desen Gulf country. 

“The Saudi government 
is now giving priority to 


tackling the arrears prob- 
lem and I don’t think it will 
allow a repetition of the 
debt accumulation problem 
in the past years,’' Saudi 
economic expert Ihsan Abu 
Huleika said. 

“There is a three-year 
repayment plan endorsed in 
1996 ... Payments are tak- 
ing place according to the 
plan without delay. The 
decline in the oil revenues 
will have no impact on 
such payments this year." 

Saudi Arabia, which con- 
trols more than a quarter of 
the world’s oil reserves, 
lost control of its debt to 
domestic farmers and con- 
tractors following the 1991 
Gulf War as it paid more 
than $50 billion to finance 
a U.S.-led offensive to lib- 
erate Kuwait from Iraqi 
forces. 

The contributions sapped 
its overseas reserves and 
boosted overall expendi- 
ture to a record $71.3 bil- 
lion in 1991. according to 
official figures. This 
pushed up the budget 
deficit to an all-time high 
of $31 billion, nearly 27 
per cent of the gross 


domestic product. 

Bankers said the arrears 
problem eased offer a surge 
in oil prices in 1996 and 
1997 fetched the kingdom 
nearly $15 billion in extra 
income. 

“Saudi Arabia did not pay 
fanners and contractors for 
three years after the Gulf 
crisis. But the problem is 
now under control," a 
banker said. 

In 1996 alone, payments 
to farmers and contractors 
peaked at 22 billion riyals 
($5.9 billion) while the 
sum was lower the follow- 
ing year. 

Such payments have been 
met through annual budget 
allocations but they still 
constitute a burden on the 
country’s coffers, which 
are struggling to cope with 
growing domestic develop- 
ment needs and fluctuating 
oil prices. 

"The government wants 
to put the arrears problem 
behind its back so it will be 
able to concentrate on other 
economic issues." Abu 
Huleika said. 

“I don't think there is any 
trend to allow a recurrence 


of the post-war problem, 
which affected the eco- 
nomic and financial situa- 
tion." 

In contrast with the previ- 
ous two years when oil 
prices were as high as $18- 
$20, they are now as weak, 
as $12-$ 14 and are project- 
ed by the end of the year to 
be much lower than their 
1996-1997 average. 

Economists said such a 
decline could sharply 
widen Saudi Arabia's bud- 
get deficit unless it cuts 
actual spending. They 
noted Riyadh had assumed 
an oil price of between $15 
and $16 for its 1998 spend- 
ing of $52.2 billion, one of 
the highest levels in a 
decade. 

According to Henry 
Azzam. chief economist at 
the Saudi National Com- 
mercial Bank, the shortfall 
could swell to 40 billion 
riyals (S10.66 billion) from 
a forecast 18 billion riyals 
($4.8 billion) if crude 
prices averaged around S14 
this year. 


Iran to streamline bureaucracy 
to help ailing economy 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian gov- 
ernment is to streamline economic 
decision-making in a bid to stimulate 
an economy reeling under the impact 
of a sharp decline in oil prices, a gov- 
ernment official said Saturday. 

The government is to entrust to “12 
specialised bodies" under the authority 
of a single “Higher Council for Eco- 
nomic Development" the decisions 
currently taken by 33 different organi- 
sations. : ' 

"The new plan is aimed at suppress- . 
ing the innumerable centres of deci- 
sion-making,” Abbas Arab-Mazar, 
deputy minister for the economy, told 
newspapers. 


The plan, which is to be submitted to 
the cabinet for approval soon, is aimed 
at “eliminating the obstacles to savings 
and investments, closing the gap 
between income and expenditure and 
reducing the trade deficit,'' he said. 

Iran’s economy has deteriorated 
sharply over the past three months due 
to a sharp fall in the price of crude, its 
principal export, chronic inflation and 
a fell in the value of its currency. 

- -Earlier ^is^w&k - the : government 
announc ed that it had ha d to revise the 
budget forecasts it prepared in January 
in the tight of the falling oil price. 

It is now basing its calculations on a 
price of $12 a barrel instead of the $16 


originally envisaged. 

"We must face up to a fall of S4 bil- 
lion in our income as a result of the fall 
the price of crude,” President 


in 


Mohammad Khatami said Wednesday, 
adding that the economy was “struc- 
turally sick” and that the government 
needed to make fundamental changes. 

The falling oil price has been accom- 
panied by a sharp decline in non-oil 
exports which fell by 3.1 per cent in 
value last year, according. to Iran’s cus- 
toms and excise department 

Iran's economic woes have prompted 
increasingly open criticism in the 
media and widespread public discon- 
tent 


Egyptian businessmen create bank for poor 


CAIRO (AFP) — A group of Egyptian businessmen announced 
Saturday the creation of a special bank for the poor which will 
loan money ai favorable rates for projects promising to create 
more jobs. 

Abdul Aziz Hegazi, one of the founders, said “the institution, 
which has been named "Egyptian Hope in Aid of the Poor," has 
100 million Egyptian pounds (S29 million ) in capital." 

The bank “was created by a group of businessmen in coopera- 
tion with the National Bank of Egypt" he told the government 
newspaper AJ Abram. 

Hegazi. an economics professor who served as prime minister 
from 1974 to 1975, said the bank will "offer loans with 


favourable interest rates to finance mini-projects," especially out- 
side Cairo. He said that "with the economic reforms, the unem- 
ployment rate has climbed and so it was important to promote 
small projects that could help the poor and create jobs.” 

Twenty-three percent of Egyptians live below the poverty line, 
with annual income of less than 2,000 Egyptian pounds (S5S8). 
or SI. 6 a day. according to official statistics. 

In southern and central Egypt. 34 per cent of the population live 
below the poverty line, while in the north. 17 per cent live in 
poverty. 

Egypt’s unemployment rate is 10 per cent, according to Inter- 
national Monetary Fund estimates. 


Oman may cut 
spending on low oil 


price — minister 


DUBAI fR) — Oman’s 

economy minister said in 
remarks published Satur- 
day that low oil prices 
could force the govern- 
ment to take steps that 
include cutting spending. 

But Economy Minister 
Ahmad Bin Abdul-Nabi 
Mekki told a United Arab 
Emirates newspaper he 
expected prices to pick 
up in the second half of 
1998 after some oil pro- 
ducers agreed in March 
to reduce output. 

“In the short-term, 
there is no doubt that the 
big decrease in oil prices 
influences the general 
budget of the sultanate as 
the price assumed in the 
budget is $15 a barrel." 
he told the Arabic daily 
Al-Bayan. 

Benchmark brent crude 
for June delivery was last 
quoted at SI 3.90 a barrel. 

“It is naturally the case 
that these developments 
demand that measures 
are taken from the side of 
the government.” the 
minister said. He expect- 
ed consultations with 
ministries and other gov- 
ernment agencies. 

He also referred to 
“other measures to 
increase non-oil income 
and reduce spending" but 
gave no details. 

“I want to point out 
here that oil prices are 


not expected to linger at 
low levels in the next 
few months and we hope 
that all oil exporting 
states, especially OPEC 
states, apply the agree- 
ment on production quo- 
tas appropriate with the 
requirements of the mar- 
ket, and comply with 
these quotas," the minis- 
ter said. 

Members of the Organ- 
isation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and some non- 
members ■ announced an 
agreement in Riyadh on 
March 22 to cut output 
bjy some 1.5 million bar- 
Is per day. 

Oman, a small 
independent oil produc- 
er. cut production by 

30.000 bpd at the start of 
April from its output of 

900.000 bpd. 

“I think that the aver- 
age price of oil for 199S 
will be better than the 
present levels,” the min- 
ister said. 

He described the 
Riyadh agreement as 
“step in the right direc- 
tion." 

He said Oman was 
working to diversify its 
economy and planned to 
reduce the contribution 
of oil to gross domestic 
product to about nine per 
cent in 2020 from 41 per 
cent in 1996. 


Italy lends $67m to 
Lebanon for infrastructure 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Italy 
has given a soft loan of 
1 20 billion lire ($67 mil- 
lion > and a grant of 4.4 
billion lire ($2.5 mil- 
lion) to finance infra- 
structure projects in 
Lebanon, officials said 
Saturday. 

The accord was signed 
by Italian Deputy For- 
eign Minister Rino Serri 
and Nabil Jisr. president 
of the Council of Devel- 
opment and Reconstruc- 
tion (CDR) — the 
Lebanese government's 
reconstruction arm. 

The Italian loan, to be 
repayed over 35 years 
with a 24-year grace 
period and an interest 
rate of 0.5 per cent, will 
fund water installations 
as well as environment 
and technology projects 


in the agricultural sector, 
they said. 

The -.loan .xnay_.be 
increased by 40 billion 
lire ($22 million) once 
the initial budget is 
spent, the officials said. 

The Italian grant will 
finance public health 
programmes as well as 
environment and tech- 
nology projects in the 
agricultural sector, they 
said. 

Italy, Lebanon's num- 
ber one trade partner 
since 1975, granted in 
1997 a loan of $65 mil- 
lion and a grant of $6.5 
million to fund infra- 
structure projects 
Lebanon. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Activist 
5 Male deer 
9 Get lostl 

14 Comparative 
phrase 

15 Singer Guthrie 

16 Classic Tierney 
trim 

17 Hanging to one 
side 

18 River duck 

19 Dark yellow 

20 McMurtrys 
Pulitzer-Prize 
western 

23 Lennon's 
widow 

24 Sheens 

28 Libreville's 

country 

32 Eurasian deer 

34 Son of Judah 

35 One-eighties 

37 Heavyweight 

champ of 1934 

39 Spanish uncle 

40 Sequel to 20A 

43 Broadway 
smash 

44 Planar or 
poplar 

45 Frightened 

46 Cupid 

48 Orient 

50 Stravinsky and 
Sikorsky 

51 Act of starting 
over 

53 Grain beard 

55 Final sequel to 
20A 

61 *M'A’ST*T 
derk 

64 Observe 

65 Loafing 

66 Large antelope 

67 Wicked 

68 Dried fruits 

$9 Obligations 

70 Carner bag 

71 Exploit 
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Highland Park, M 


film 

5 Squelched 

6 Vibration 

7 Having wings 

8 Thin, foil 
decoration 

9 Some Eastern 
Europeans 

10 Revived 

11 Use elbow 
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DOWN 

1 Clock face 

2 Scandinavian 
capital 

3 English boys' 
school 

4 Earty Hitchcock 


12 

13 Besmirch 

21 Poem of 14 
lines 

22 European 
water birds 

25 Intestine: pref. 

26 Shark in 
business 
waters 

27 Netfikecaps 

28 Productive oB 
well 

29 Garb 

30 Levaror 
Richard 

31 Raw mineral 

33 Woodwinds 

36 Flow 


i □ 
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BOB 

i □ 
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000 

IB0 
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000 


□sn 

DBQ 

E3DB 

000 
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EBB 
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■ebb. 

HHHB 
■□OBI 


Peanuts 


WELL, TIME FOR 
SCHOOL A6AIN- 

r 6UES5 THAT DOESN'T 
MEAN MUCH TO YOLLYOUR 
UFE 15 MORE SIMPLE.. 

EDUCATION 
ISN'T THAT 
IMPORTANT.. 

ANYWAY, y— 
i ''yoS^ (AUREVOIr) | 




Kin 


Andy Capp 



38 Wisconsin city 

41 Ocean 
corridors 

42 Ok) doth 

47 Reciprocal of a 
cosine 

49 Maneuver 
52 Lyrics 
54 Marine snail 


56 Celestial 
explosion 

57 Offend 

58 Garfield’s pal 

59 Russian saint 

60 Make a home 

61 Roulette bet 

62 Pub offering 

63 Touch fightty 


Mutt’n’Jeff 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 1998 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You feel compelled to 
spend money. It’s not a particularly good day to buy a 
home, or to gamble. You could invest in a work-related 
product, though, or in your own business. If you don’t 
have your own business, you might start one. Not a bad 
idea!. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're strong, decir 
sive. clear-headed, and you have a charis mati c power 
about you. Other people are interested in your opinion, 
and they respect it more than usual. You can be very 
convincing by simply being convinced yourself. And 
the odds are pretty good that you’re right. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Your assignment today 
may seem like drudgery, but by finishing up old busi- 
ness, you're making room for new creativity. For exam- 
ple, if you want a garden, you have to dig in the dirt. 
This is a marvellous day to dig a garden, by the way, but 
use that analogy for whatever you’re up against. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You'll be invited to 
more parties than you can possibly attend. Everyone 
has some event planned. Try not to let the pace get you 
frazzled, and don’t spend too much. Those are the only 
warnings for an otherwise marvellous day. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There will be a test today. 
It could be a question asked by an older person. He or 
she is more aggressive and controversial than you’re 
used to. If you can laugh together, the battle is just 
about won. And the person who comes up with the best 
joke is the winner. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If you’re not 
already far from home, you’ d better get started. Half the 
weekend's already gone. Don't waste time squabbling 
about your destination. The main point is to get out for 
some fresh air. If there's a garden in your neighbour- 
hood worth visiting, that’s an excellent choice. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good 
day to balance your checkbook and pay bills. If you 
don’t have the money, balance the checkbook and write 
out the bills. Just don’t send them yet. You're in the 
mood right now. and you probably won’t be later on. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There's 
something you and your partner can do together that 
can help you both become wealthier. You might be able 
to involve some of your other friends, too, but don’t 
promise to pay them yet. You need to keep costs down. 
Maybe you can work out a trade. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You're busy as 10 heavers today, and twice as aggres- 
sive. Nobody better get in your way! If you're still fix- 
ing up your house, it looks like you could knock out a 
wall without thinking twice. Well, you should think 
twice, especially if you’re renting. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January ' 20) Tour' 
plans are completely unreasonable. However, you can 
make them happen. You’ve got motivation, commit- 
ment and talent All you need is the right person. If 
you've got that too, you're absolutely unstoppable. If 
you don't you may find one in an educational setting. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your assign- 
ment today is to go along with what someone else has 
figured out. You’ll still be coming up with good ideas, 
but you have to fit them into somebody else’s ag enda. 
Focus your attention outside yourself to achieve satis- 
faction. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) What do you wanr 
your life to look like 20 years from now? Can you even 
imagine that far ahead? OK, how about next year? Or 
five years from now? Ten? The decisions you make 
today could set your course in the right direction. This 
is going to be fun. once you get into it 




Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, April 26, 1998 


Daily 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Floating of prices seen having negative 
impact on farmers, consumers 


** FARMERS IN the Jordan Valiev 
expect huge losses this year as a result of 
the low prices for the produce they supply 
to the central markets. “We are living in a 
painful reality as a result of the decline in 
prices which also prevents us from hon- 
ouring our obligations,’' they said. “The 
marketing bottlenecks have reached an 
unbearable stage like similar production 
conditions in the past.” 

The farmers said that by ignoring this 
fact, the problem will exacerbate by forc- 
ing them to abandon the land and relin- 
quish their active role in the national econ- 
omy. The farmers saw the floating of 
prices as having a negative impact on them 
t farmers) anti on the consumers. “Floating 
prices has triggered higher prices accord- 
ing to supply at street vegetable stalls 
where a kilogramme of any type of pro- 
duce sells for the entire price of a carton at 
the central markets,” one of the farmers 
indicated. 

Ali Dayyat, another farmer, said that low 
prices drive farmers every season to dis- 
play their produce on road pavements in 
the Valley area because they are convinced 
that supplying their produce to the central 
markets is not rewarding. “The return does 
not cover the high costs,” he asserted. 

For Mustafa Khadam. the agricultural 
sector in Jordan in general has suffered 
from continued losses that have burdened 


the fanners with accumulated debts to 
public and private institution*. “This sea- 
son is not an exception from previous sea- 
sons," he said adding: “Even the 
import/export operations between coun- 
tries do not follow the demand/supply 
mechanism." He stressed that trading is 
influenced by political situations and that 
farmers cannot continue to work under 
such conditions. 

He calculated that the average daily con- 
sumption of vegetables does not exceed 
750 tonnes and by dividing this quantity on 
Jordan's five miOion inhabitants, he found 
the local consumer not to be consuming 
his/her daily need of produce. "This is 
because of the weak purchasing power and 
the high cost of living in general.” he said 
stressing that the decisions in agricultural 
m aner are imposed decisions that are not 
based on institutional and national 
grounds. 

Musleh Hamdan put the blame of this 
situation which recurs annually on the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Agricultural Marketing Organisation. He 
accused the two institutions of allowing 
some agricultural imports and ignoring the 
output from the Jordan Valley. He demand- 
ed lhat the government abolish the system 
of floating prices because it has harmed the 
farmer and the consumer t A1 Ra'i). 
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Dar Al Dawa to 
exploit badia plants 


Travel agents to challenge transport 
consortium with new company 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special Jo the JnnUm link’s 

SAFAWI — The Jordan 
Badia Research and 
Development Programme 
< JBRDPi. and Dar Al Dawa. 
Friday, signed an agreement 
to exploit the badia plants in 
medical uses. 

Sharifa Zain Bent Nasser. 
JBRDP's finance manager, 
and Mr. Nizar Jardaneh, 
chairman of the board of 
directors of Dar Al Dawa. a 
manufacturer of pharmaceu- 
tical products, signed the 
agreement. 

Experts from the 
University of Jordan. 
Universiry of Yarmouk. Al al 
Bayt University, and 
University of Science and 
Technology, will conduct 
researches’for the project. 

According io Sharifa Zain. 
this is the first project 
between JBRDP and the pri- 
vate sector. 

"We hope that this project 


will provide a good example 
to encourage the private sec- 
tor to panicipaie in develop- 
ing the Jordanian badia.” she 
told journalists during a 
weekend familiarisation 
tour. 

Mr. Jardaneh, meanwhile, 
urged the private sector to 
help and protect Jordan’s 
environment. 

“I think that the private 
sector should not only con- 
centrate on profit, it also 
should help in such pro- 
jects," he told reporters, “We 
hope that within the next 
three years, Jordan will 
become one of forerunners 
in medical products.” 

JBRDP, set up in 1992 
under the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
the Duke of Kent, operates 
under the aegis of Jordan's 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology < HOST t and 
Britain's Royal Geographic 
Society tRGS i. 


S. African bank opens Dubai office 

DUBAI ( AFPt — The South African-owned Standard Bank 
London Limited opened a representative office Saturday in 
the United Arab Emirates' business capital Dubai, the bank 
said in a new s release. 

The merchant banking arm of Standard Bank Investment 
Corporation Limited opened the office "to serve the growing 
bullion and merchant banking requirements of the Middle 
East,” it said. 

The bank helped increase South African exports of gold to 
Dubai from 13.4 tonnes in 1996 to 54.2 tonnes, valued at 
S500 million, in 1 997. 


By .Amy Henderson 

Special m the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Disgruntled 
iratel agents arc closing 
ranks to challenge a de facto 
monopoly in the tourism 
transport sector with the for- 
mation of a new transport 
company, industry sources 
said yesterday. 

“Travel agents have decid- 
ed that ' the situation 
[between the transport con- 
sortium and the travel 
agents] is intolerable,” said 
Mohammed Al imam, presi- 
dent of the Jordan Society of 
Tourism and Travel Agents 
tJSTTAJ. “So they have put 
together a serious plan to 
form their own company to 
combat the monopoly.” 

According to Mr. Imam, 
lawyers are drawing up the 
bylaws of the company. 
Tourist Transport United. 
Limited, and travel agents 
are presently registering the 
company at the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry. 

Ownership will be open to 
the JSTTA's 350 members. 

Under regulations that 


undermined a 20-year gov- 
ernment monopoly over the 
sector, founders of new com- 
panies must have a minimum 
of 50 buses and a capital of 
JD10 million. 

Travel agents have com- 
plained since last September 
of being subjected to a 
“vicious monopoly" by three 
once-independent transport 
companies lhat entered into a 
consortium last fall to stem 
escalating financial losses 
wrought by a flood of buses 
on a 'market already floun- 
dering in an unfavourable 
political climate. 

The government-owned 
Jordan Express Tourist 
Transport (JETT), Alpha and 
Petra transport companies 
said at the time that the con- 
sortium was not a price car- 
tel, but a "mechanism to 
save the [transport] sector 
from collapse in the medi- 
um-term." The consortium 
said its main concern was to 
organise the reservations and 
bookings of the buses, but 
from September, issued a 
single rate. Travel agents 
accused the consortium of 


acting as a cartel, and com- 
plained of a noticeable 
increase in prices, accompa- 
nied by a substantial drop in 
service. 

Agents are hoping lhat Par- 
liament. in an extraordinary’ 
session expected this sum- 
mer, will pass a fair competi- 
tion and anti-trust draft law 
that would break the consor- 
tium, but in the meantime, 
have grown impatient. 

“Even if Parliament passes 
a new law thru would end the 
consortium, why shouldn’t 
travel agents have their own 
company?" said Mr. Imam. 
"As agents they will also be 
the users of the service and 
therefore will be able to 
sene themselves according- 
ly.” 

Another source in the 
industry said he doubted the 
proposal to JSTTA members 
would gamer much support. 

“1 think this is not a serious 
initiative," he said. “I think 
this is just scare tactics to 
pressure the consortium into 
better behaviour." 


T 3 SO. OOO 251.000 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

BANK OF JORDAN 
THE HOUSING BK. 

JOR- KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. GULF BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANE 
BEXT.AL-KAL (BETTKA) 
ARAB BANKING CO. 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 246.01 tCBCs *0.85 


2.950 2.700 
1.350 .900 
2.300 1.200 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SEAS I MS UR. 
HOLY LAND INSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 121.94 *CHGi -0.15 



JU-KMJUN 7ZNANCZAZ. MAR1CKT 
HOUSING BANK CEN T ER AMMAN - SEMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 25/04/1998 


joR.Bucntxe m. 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 
VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
ARAB XNTL.XKV.EDQC. 
ZARKA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


10.2 

5.24 

41 

15800 

33450 

2. 

15.3 

4.03 

1 

100 

248 

2. 

3 

4.36 

5 

1186 

3525 

2. 

42.3 

0.00 

13 

3950 

4238 

1. 

10. 1 

1.98 

4 

650 

2633 

4. 

16.7 

0.00 

1 

1050 

998 

. 

6.8 

7.19 • 

6 

1500 

2295 

1. 

zCSGi 

-0.61 

71 

24236 

47385 




11.160 

1.460 

2.070 

5.740 

1.450 

2.330 

.570 

.620 

.760 

2.240 

3.000 

.740 

1.560 

1.540 

1.080 

1.790 

1.310 

1.220 

.860 

.740 


JOR. PETROL. REFIMARY 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 
ARAB PHARK. MARF. 
J OR. P IPE S HAM FCT. 
GENERAL MINING 
LIVESTOCK K POULTRY 
N ATION AL INDS. 
INTERNED. FKTRO.CHKM. 
UHIV.CHEH.XHDS. 

NATL. CABLE WZRX.NFAC 
JOR. StJLPHO-CHXM 
ARAB PHARH.CHB4. 
UN1V. MOON. INDS. 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

EL -BAY READY WEAR 
UTTL. TOBACCO 
OBION CH. 6 VZG. 
JORDAN S T EE L 
KID. EAST COMPLEX 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 108.69 >CBG; -0.19 334 251626 


XJfDEXl 171.46 xCHGi *0.42 482 426395 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 


13072 

491 

600 

488792 

125 

159 

6150 

224 

16134 

284 

9019 

8554 

19023 

783 

368 

5365 

10065 

2110 

8307 

28041 


617663 


6897168 


25/04/1998 


EXPORT 6 FIN.BNK.7SX 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 
UNION ZHV. SOX 
ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-SHA8Q ZHV. CO. 
CEN T URY INV. GROUP 
JOR. INDS. MATCH- JEHOO 
UNXVL. METALS 
ARAB FOOD & MED. 

ARAB ZWTL. INV.TRD. 
NATL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 
READY KIX CONCRETE 
ARAB ELECT. INDS. 
MXDEAST PfiARM. 90* 
UNION TOBACCO B7.5* 
RAZI PHARK. 

ADVANCED PHARKA-ZMD. 
NATL. POULTRY 
NUTRXOAR 

EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 


GRAND TOTAL 


0.00 
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6050 

3334 

.92 

.91 

.01- 

0.00 

14 

702600 

287991 

.40 

.41 

.01+ 

0.00 

1 

200 

220 

1.14 

1.10 

.04- 

0.00 

16 

38560 

9980 

.75 

.76 

.01+ 

0.00 

9 

25850 

10561 

.40 

.41 

.01+ 

0.00 

1 

2500 

2500 

1.00 

1.00 

— 

0.00 

1 

500 

950 

2.00 

1.90 

.10- 

0.00 

a 

9500 

1235 

.13 

.13 

— 

0.00 

i 

100 

57 

.60 

.57 

.03- 

0.00 

i 

500 

225 

.45 

.45 

— 

0.00 

7 

17B50 

6605 

.37 

.37 

— 

0.00 

56 

414250 

1S3273 

.37 

.37 

- 

0.00 

I 

150 

128 

.90 

.85 

.05- 

0.00 

10 

100000 

40000 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

0.00 

7 

2615 

1339 

.62 

.61 

.01- 

0.00 

1 

500 

730 

1.66 

1.58 

.08- 

0.00 

13 

57877 

39843 

.67 

.70 

.03+ 

0.00 

31 

60579 

38830 

.63 

.64 

.01+ 

o.oc 

40 

98750 

51708 

.53 

.54 

.01* 

0.00 

6 

6269 

6587 

2.05 

1.05 

— 

9.02 

11 

22150 

13690 

.83 

.84 

.01+ 


239 

1566350 

669783 





7 : Raw 12 nontha high 
+ i Haw 12 month* low 

S i Scock dividond during cho posh 12 aont h a 
H i Liacod during bho p*>t 12 sooths 
P i P/E r<tie is 100 or taora 
g ■ Nagaeiva P/E 

S ■ Earning is ssro or N/A for tas most: raeatre ya*r 





Lebanon 

raises 

import, 

tobacco 

duties 


BEIRUT I AFP) — The 
Lebanese cabinet Friday 
ordered a two per cent 
increase in import duties 
and a 10 percent increase in 
tobacco duty to finance the 
restructuring of civil ser- 
vants' pay. 

“The tax increases will be 
adopted effective tonight." 
said Information Minister 
Bassem Sabaa as he 
emerged from a late-night 
cabinet meeting. 

The cabinet is due to agree 
the text of a much-delayed 
bill reforming civil ser- 
vants’ pay grades at a meet- 
ing next Wednesday. 

The pay reform which 
would have retroactive 
effect to January I, 1996 
would then be submined to 
parliament for approval, Mr. 
Sabaa said. 

Under Lebanese law the 
government can vary the 
rate of indirect tax by decree 
without the need for parlia- 
mentary approval. 

Lebanon imports more 
than 90 per cent of its needs 
and the government raises 
the majority of its revenue 
through indirect taxation. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information (all: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920805 ^ 920609 / 079-30007 
E-mail address 
abdoun@go.com.jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rto 


Phone 

5527118 



Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grindfays Bank, 
phone: 5604042 
Sareifieh Tel: B22891 


h FOR 
l| RENT 

■*? Deluxe Villas 


and Apartments 


SANABEL 


SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
im. 864230 - 865167 
Mot*.: 079/37588 




* One &Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped KJtahMWHW * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

I Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 


Uolwier Restaurant 

& 


Abdoun 5929564 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 






































































Sports 


NBA playoffs 


Bulls beat Nets in OT 


CHICAGO (AP) — The 
Chicago Bulls found out 
Friday night just how tough 
it's going to be to defend 
their championship, need- 
ing overtime to beat the ail- 
ing New Jersey Nets 96-93 
after blowing a 14-point, 
fourth-quarter lead. 

These were the same 
Nets who Michael Jordan 
said couldn't win unless 
Chicago fell asleep. Well, it 
looks like the Bulls 
received a wake-up call. 

Like he's done so many . 
times before, it was Jordan 5 
who rescued the Bulls. 
With the score tied at 91 . 
and less than a minute left, 
he stole the ball from Kerry 
Kittles and made a three- 
point play to put the Bulls 
ahead for good. 

Jordan finished with 39 
points and Scottie Pippen 
added 24. 

Chris Gatling led the 
Nets with 24. 

• Heat 94, Knicks 79: In 
Miami, Tim Hardaway 
scored 34 points and Eric 
Murdock added 16 off the 
bench as the Heat built a 
24-point lead and then held 
on to win in Game 1 of 
their first-round series with 
New York. 

There was no repeat of 
the disputed last-second 
call that cost New York a 
victory at Miami earlier 
this month, and very little 
of the bad behaviour that 
has marked the rivalry. 

The only punch was 
Miami’s inside-outside 
combination, which over- 
whelmed New York in the 
early going. 

Larry Johnson -had 21 to 1 - 
lead the Knicks. 

• SuperSonics 108, 

Timberwolves 83: In 

Seattle, Vin Baker bad 25 
points and 12 rebounds to 
lead the SuperSonics to a 
romp over Minnesota. 

Gary Payton added 19 
points and seven assists, 
and Detlef Schrempf tal- 
lied 17 points for the 
Sonics. while Kevin 
Garnett had IS points and 
18 rebounds and Stephon 
Marbury added 13 points 
for the Wolves. 

Minnesota sealed its 
doom in the second quarter 
by shooting 3-for-24 as the 
Sonics pulled ahead 53-32 
at the half. It was never 
close in the second half. 

■ Lakers 104, Trail 
Blazers 102: In 

Inglewood, California, 
Kobe Bryant scored II of 
his 15 points in the last S 
1/2 minutes and Shaquille 
O’Neal had 18 of his 30 in 
the second half as Los 
Angeles rallied past 
Portland. 

The Lakers went ahead 
for good by scoring nine 
straight points to turn a 
three-point deficit into a 
93-87 lead with a little over 
three minutes remaining. 1 
Gary Grant's 3-point shot 
with 4.7 seconds left made 
it 102-100 before Eddie 
Jones made two free 
throws to clinch the victo- 
ry. 

Nick Van Exel, Eddie 
Jones and Elden Campbell 
had 14 points each for the 
Lakers. 

Isaiah Rider led the 
Blazers with 25 points. 


Chicago Bulls' Dennis Rodman puts pressure on New Jersey Nets’ Jayson Williams, 
during first quarter action , of the first round of the NBA playoffs in Chicago (Renters 
photo) " 



Miami Heat center Alonzo Mourning (L) confers with referee Ron Garretson after 
getting fouled in Game one of the first round of the NBA Eastern Conference Playoffs 
against the New York Knicks. Mourning, who wears a mask for protection, is recov- 
ering from a broken cheek bone (Reuters photo) 
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Boksic 
reportedly 
signed 
with AC 
Milan 


MILAN (AP) — Croat 
striker Alen Boksic is 
going to join AC Milan on 
three-year contract, the 
Co mere della Sera news- 
paper reported Saturday. 

The Milan daily report- 
ed that Boksic. 28. would 
leave Lazio of Rome after 
the current soccer cam- 
paign to lead AC Milan's 
offense in a team with 
Olivier Bierhoff in the 
1998-99 season. 

Bierhoff, the German 
striker of Udinese. said 
recently he had agreed to 
transfer to the Milan pow- 
erhouse. 

Lazio and AC Milan 
officials could not be 
immediately reached for a 
comment. 

Coni ere wrote that 
Boksic's transfer was to 
remain secret through the 
end of the month, since he 
is to lead the Roman side 
when Lazio and Milan 
must play their second-leg 
final of the Italian Cup 
next Wednesday. 

Lazio is known to be 
negotiating transfer of 
some of its current for- 
wards after it signed 
Chilean striker Marcelo 
Salas. 

National team striker 
PierLnigi Casiraghi, 
Boksic’s substitute at 
Lazio this season, is 
known to be in talks with 
Chelsea 

Meanwhile • Boksic 
fueied a bitter controversy 
with his Czech teammate 
Pavel Nedved, who 
accused him of thinking 
more of the next World 
Cup finals with Croatia 
rather than of Lazio’s 
interests. 

Boksic rejoined Lazio 
last year following a sin- 
gle season with Juvenrus 
of Turin. 


Marschall ’s hat trick lifts 
Kaiserlautern to win 


i 


BERLIN (AP) — Spurred on by Olaf by calmly lifting a ricochet high into the lef(. 
Marschall's hat trick Friday. FC corner of the net. 

Kaiserslautern picked up a key victory oyer In the 61st minute, the German national 
Borussra Moenchengladbar h to lift its title team player equalised when Kamp hobbled 
hopes in the Bundesliga. a shot by Marian Hristov, swooping in to - 

Marschall stunned Moenchengladbach by before the keeper could bat the ball. 


lofting a long header over keeper Uwe 
Ramps’ head in the 90th minute as the 

Bundesliga frontrunners scrambled from 
two goals back to capture a badly-needed 3- 
2 win. 

Kaiserslautern, which let a nine-point lead 
slip away in recent weeks, moved four 
points clear of second-place Bayem 
Munich with the home win. Both teams 
have three matches left to play. 

The loss . by 17th-placed 
Moenchengladbach, one of the league]s 
most storied clubs, also dimmed the team's 
hopes of escaping relegation for the first 
time in club history. 

“That was a very bitter loss," said 
Moenchengladbach coach Friedel Rausch, 
fired by Kaiserslautern in 1996 and hired by 
his new team three weeks ago to save the 
five-time German champions from demo- 
tion. 

Marschall. whose 17 goals are second 
best in the German league, turned the match 
around seconds before the first-half whistle 


away. 

Before Marschall swung into action, 

Moenchengladbach dominated the first half 
as Markus Hausweiler scored in the 16th 
minute and Swedish striker Joergen 
Pettersson put his side up 2-0 two minutes 
before the half. 

Munich could trim Kaiserslautern’s lead 
back to a single point if the defending - 
champions win a showdown Sunday.-, 
against third-place Bayer Leverkusen,, 
which is still nursing slim hopes of a title. 

Hentha Berlin also salvaged a 1-1 draw at 
home against last-place Arminia Bielefeld, 
now almost doomed to relegation, on a 70rb 
minute equalizer by Iceland's Eyjoelfur 
Sverrisson. 

Stefan Kuntz scored an early goal for 
Bielefeld as 8,000 Berlin fans protested the 
possible firing of Hertha coach Juergen 
Rober by entering Olympia stadium five 
minutes after play started. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Samaranch arr rives 
for IOC meeting 

SYDNEY (AP) — International Olympic 
Committee president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch arrived Saturday for a seven- 
day tour of Olympic sites and a meeting of 
the IOC executive board. Samaranch, on 
his first visit to Australia for four years, 
was met at the airport at 0530 local time by 
20 Olympic volunteers and officials. 
Samaranch is expected to rest Saturday, 
following the 26-hour flight, before an 
inspection of the core Homebush site 
Sunday. He will also present medals to the 
women’s section of an international world 
cup triathlon event at Sydney Opera House 
on Sunday. 

Testud upset in Budapest 

BUDAPEST (AP) — China’s Li Fang 
upset top-seeded Sandrine Testud of 


T^son gets travel approval 

INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — Look out 
Monaco. Here comes Mike Tyson. The for- 
mer world heavyweight boxing champion 
has been given permission to attend a royal 
gala ball in Monaco following an invitation 
from its prince. Judge Patricia Gifford gave 
permission for the trip. As part of Tyson's, 
probation for a 1992 rape conviction, he 
must receive permission to make oversea? 
journeys. 

Ripken set for 2,500th 
in a row 

BALTIMORE (AFP) — Cal Ripken takes 
his world ironman record for consecutive 
professional baseball games to 2,500 here, 
continuing a streak that started in 1982, 
Ripken has endured back spasms, twisted 
ankles and sore knees. He rejected doctors’ 


France in the quarterfinals of the Budapest ankles and sore knees. He rejected doctors’ 
Lotto Ladies Open on Friday..Xhe, sixth.- .. .advice. Jbr.resti after su&eppg.g J^rgigte^ 
seeded Li, ranked 44th in the- world, pre*. *• disk 1 last season, what became die toughest 
vailed 5-7, 7-6 ( 7-5), 6-4, over-Testtjd, jvhck moment oVthe {legendary streaks /That- was; 
is 13th in the international rankings. -The ^ hardest injury of my whole career,” 
toghest-swded player left. No. 3 Silvia ^ di]emma had nothing to 

Fauna of Italy, easily defeated Maria j .u _ . ~ 

Sanchez-Lorenzo of Spain, 6-2. 6-1. T* T* 

Another Spaniard, sevent£seeded Virginia hea ^ ed f ” *e playoffs so I decided I 
Ruano Pascual, breezed 6-3, 6-0. Iwer ^ throu g h the P®“- ^ 

unseeded Rita Kuti-Kis, the last Hungarian at third base on Saturday 

remaining in the clay-court tourney. In an here against Oakland, his streak . will be 
all-French match, fifth seed Sarah longer than the next 22 longest active 
Pitkowski downed unseeded Julie Haiard- streaks combined. ‘Twenty-five hundred? 
Decugis, 5-7, 6-3, 6-2. It’s a nice round number and I’m proud of 

it,” Ripken said. I 


SCOREBOARD 


NBA playoffs (all series best of five) 

• Eastern Conference 

Chicago 96 New Jersey 93 (OT) 
(Chicago lead series 1-0) 

Miami 94 New York 79 

(Miami lead series i-0) 

• Western Conference 

Seattle 108 Minnesota S3 

(Seattle lead series 1-0) 

LA Lakers 104 Portland 102 

(Los Angeles lead series 1-0) 

National Hockey League playoffs (series best-of-seven) 

• Eastern Conference quarterfinals 

Ottawa 8 New Jersey 1 

(Series tied, I-I) 

Montreal 7 Pittsburgh 2 

(Montreal leads series, 1-0) 

Buffalo 6 Philadelphia 3 

(Series tied, 1-1) 

Boston 5 Washington .4 

(Series tied, 1-1) 

• Western Conference quarterfinals 

San Jose S Dallas 1 

(Dallas leads series, 2-0) 

Edmonton 7 Colorado 2 

(Series tied, I-I) 

Phoenix 6 Detroit 3 

(Series tied, 1-1) 

Los Angeles 5 St Louis 4 

(St Louis leads series, 1-0) 


Boston 
Anaheim 
NY Yankees 
Toronto 
Kansas City.. 
Seartle 


American League 
Oakland 10 


Baltimore 


cinema 




PHILADELPHIA T 

CRYING 

FREEMAN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6: 15, 
8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 

^ 

Yusra & Ilham 
Shahin ... in 

DANTELLA 

(ARABIC 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8-30, 1030 


PLAZA 




CINEMA 


TEL:5677420 


CONCORD 


Vie biggest cinema production 

TITANIC 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


ISMAIL IA RAYEH GAI 
-KAMANANA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 30:30 

Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 

Shows: “'30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

One of Walt Disney's 
best movies 

FLUBBER 

Shows: 330, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


National League 

Florida 5 
Houston 8 
Philadelphia . 8 _ - 
Atlanta -6 ' 

NYMets 3 
Los Angeles 12 
Pittsburgh 4 
Milwaukee . 7 

Portuguese League 

Maritimo . 1 - ' 

German BondesUga 

Kaiserslautern, 3.; * *£ 
Hertha Berlin 1* 


GALLERIA 1 
ABDOUN 

GRAND OPENING 

titanic 

Shows: 3:30,7:00, 10:30 

Ttefiim is also o„ * 12 flQ a . m _ M 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 
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Sports 

Coulthard 
snatches 
pole spot 
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IMOLA (AFP) — 
Scotland's David 

Coulthard, looking for ids 
first Grand Prix win of the 
season, got a much needed 
boost when be snatched 
pole position here on 
Saturday for Sunday’s San 
Marino Grand Prix. 

The 27-year-old managed 
to hold off teammate and 
rival Mika Hakkinen by just 
0. 1 02-of-a-secondL 
“I knew Mika was going 
to improve from, practice 
this morning and that quali- 
fying would be tight, but it’s 
good to get on pole again. 

“It’s not quite the same 
feeling as in Argentina as I 
felt at one with the car there 
and here we had some prob- 
lems," he said 
But in the race to the first 
bend during Sunday’s race 
Coulthard will have to hold 
off Ferrari’s Michael 
Schumacher in the Ferrari. 

The German, who collid:. 
ed with Coulthaft in the 
Argentina race which he 
went on to win, "Was third 
fastest, although almost half 
a second adrift 
Eddie Irvine will line up 
along side his Ferrari team- 
mate, creating what promis- 
es to be an explosive start ' 
between the two Ferraris 



German dri ver Michael Schumacher take a curve at wheel of his Ferrari Formula 
One car with the new ailerons during the second free practice day of the San Marino 
Grand Prix at Imola track April 25. Schumacher clocked his best time of 1:27.056 
(Renters photo) 

and McLarens. 

It -was a point not lost on 
Coulthard. 

“Now I have just to avoid 
any incidents with Michael 
because I Deed to get the 
win for my championship 
chances,” said the McLaren 
driver. 

Austria’s Alexander Wurz, 
in his first full season, con- 
tinued to shine when he put 
his Benetton in fifth spot on 
die grid, ahead of defending 
champion Jacques 

VjUeneuve who could do no 


better than finish sixth 
fastest in the Williams. 

Former champion Damon 
Hill enjoyed his best quali- 
fying performance of the 
season with seventh place 
for Jordan although he suf- 
fered a blown engine with 
just seconds left in the ses- 
sion. 

Hill finally got the better 
of team-mate Ralf 
Schumacher who had out- 
qualified him in the previ- 
ous three races as the 


revamped Jordan started 
closing the gap on their 
rivals. 

The 37-year-old was lying 
fourth in the later stages 
before dropping down The 
order, but his time of 
1:27.592 still saw him finish 
two places ahead of 
Schumacher despite the late 
engine glitch. 

Hill was just over one- 
and-half seconds adrift of 
Coulthard which is an 
improvement on recent 
races. 


Johnson 


2 . 500 th to run at 


Penn 

Relays 

PHILADELPHIA (AFP) 
— Double Olympic cham- 
pion Michael Johnson will 
run at tbe Penn Relays in a 
tuneujHfor July’s' ‘Goodwill 

The reigning Olympic 
200- and 400-meter cham- 
pion will run with world 
100m champion Manrcie 
Johnson, Olympic 110m 
hurdles champion Allen 
Johnson and either Alvin or 
Calvin Harrison. 

Jon Drummond, the 
American 200m champion 
originally scheduled to 
complete the foursome, 
w^mjured last weekend in 
Cilifbriiia and will hot 
cdppete. •: 
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San Diego Padres Mark 
Sweeney breaks up a 
I doable play attempt by 
Pittsburgh Pirates sec- 
ond baseman Tony 
Womack, Jn the- -second--., 
■inning • San- 1 - Diego.- 
| 4- WcHDaacfc took lthe throW. .• 
from Pirates shortstop 
Kevin Polcovich (2) on a 
ground ball by Padres 
Carlos Hernandez 
(Renters photo) 




Berasategui knocks Becker 
out of Monte Carlo Open 


MONTE CARLO (AFPl — 
Spain's Alberto Berasategui 
showed his clay court pedi- 
gree on Friday, mounting a 
comeback to knock Boris 

Becker out in the quarter- 
finals of the Monte Carlo 
Open 6-7 (4/7), 7-5, 6-1. 

Berasategui, the 14th seed 
who lost the final at 
Barcelona last week to 
American Todd Martin, 
shrugged off a first-set 
tiebreak loss against the 
world No. 66 German, three 
dines a finalist at (he S2.45 
million event here. 

The Spaniard turned the 
tide in his first career match 
against the 30-year-old 
Becker, levelling at one set 
each as Becker double-fault- 
ed to yield three set points to 
the seed. 

He needed only one, firing 
over a winning passing shot. 

Becker dropped serve in the 
fourth and sixth games of (he 
final set be fore ~ B erasaxegui 
moved into his third straight 
semi-final when Becker net- 
ted a backhand. 

Becker walked away sads- 
fied with his own match. 
“Those two hours on court 
are what I live for," said the 



Spain's Alberto Berasategui 

semi -retired righthander. “I 
have a great time playing. 

‘This week gives me the 
belief that if I stay healthy 
and practise a few hours a 
day, I can still play with the 
best in the world on my least- 
favourite surface." 

Berasategui faces a semi- 
final against Cedric Pioline. 
who won an all-French 
matchup against Fabrice 
Santoro. 


Pioline completely missed 
an over-the-head backhand 
attempt on match point, but 
ran around it to make the 
rerum against fellow 
Frenchman Fabrice Santoro 
in their quarterfinal. 

The tenth-seeded Pioline 
was then able to advance 1-6. 
6-2, 6-4 into the semifinals as 
Santoro’s final smash landed 
long. 

Pioline had a chance a 


game earlier to wrap up the 
proceeding against the man 
who knocked out Pete 
Sampras 6-1. 6-1 in the third 
round, but Santoro saved 
himself as Pioline lobbed 
long. 

Berasategui said that he 
might need a pause before the 
French Open, which starts in 
just over four weeks. “This is 
my 14th or 15th match on 
clay this spring. 

"1 know I have to rest a bit. 
But I play Munich, Hamburg 
and Rome (over the next 
three weeks). Maybe I can 
rest the week before the 
French," the Spaniard said. 

Richard Krajicek of 
Holland and Spain's Carlos 
Moya set up their semi-final 
with wins earlier in the day 
on the centre court. 

Krajicek’s 4-6, 7-6 (7/1)6- 
I comeback denied Czech 
Petr Korda a fourth chance in 
ten weeks to take over as 
World No. 1 in the ATP Tour 
computer rankings. 

Moya, the I4th-seeded 
1997 Australian Open finalist 
defeated sixth-seeded compa- 
triot Alex Corretja last year's 
losing finalist here to Chile’s 
Marcelo Rios. 6-3, 6-2. 


Chang, Courier in semis at Clay Court Championships 


LAKE BUENA VISTA. 
Florida (AP) — Defending 
champion Michael Chang 
and Jim Courier moved into 
the semifinals of the U.S. 
Clay Court Championships 
with convincing victories 
over overmatched oppo- 
nents Friday. 

Chang, the top seed, beat 
Brazil's Marcio Carlsson 6- 
3, 6-1 and the third-seeded 
Courier swept the first eight 
games en route to a 6-0. 6-3 
victory over Germany's 
Marcello Craca. 

’burlier, 'Romanian Andrei 
Pavel won his ninth straight 
match, defeating Alex 
Calatravas of Spain 6-4, 2- 
6, 6-4 to advance to the 
semifinals against Courier. 
The fourth spot went to 


Sweden's Mikael Tillstrom, 
who ousted Australia's 
Andrew IJie 6-3, 6-3. 

Chang connected on 60 
percent of his first serves 
and faced only one break 
point. He took command by 
breaking Carlsson ‘s serve in 
the fourth game for a 3-1 
lead. After serving out die 
set 6-3, Chang allowed the 
I53rd-ranked Carlsson to 
open the second set by hold- 
ing sene before sweeping 
the Iasi six games, closing’ 
out the match with two 
clean forehand winners. 

Reaching the semifinals 
of one of die five events he 
won last year is Chang’s 
best result since suffering a 
partial tear of the medial 
collateral ligament of his 


left knee March 5. Chang 
elected not to have surgery. 

“They told me at the time 
that it would take two to 
four weeks to heal," Chang 
said, "but it actually took a 
lot longer than that to get rid 
of the pain and begin to feel 
strong again. 

But today everything defi- 
nitely felt pretty good out 
there." 

Courier made his match 
with Craca look easy. For 
"the "ffiifd* 'straight* Trtto # 
Courier allowed an oppo^' 
nentr only-'three games, 
although in beating Craca 
he was forced over the one 
hour mark for the first time 
— by one minute. 

Craca was able to hold 
serve only once. 


"That's my game.” 
Courier said. “That's what 1 
have to do, impose my will 
on the other guy and force 
him to respond to what I’m 
doing. If I’m playing well, 
generally speaking. I’m run- 
ning the other guy around 
the court and hopefully he's 
feeling pressured to maybe 
come up with something 
better than he's got." 

Courier, formerly the top 

player in tbe : wpfild ,but .qpw 

ranked 57th. wiil face a 
tough oppo/iPHUin Pflye!. , 

Pavel, who won the Japan 
Open in Tokyo last week for 
his first ATP Tour tide, has 
improved his world Tanking 
to 68th after starting the 
year at 1 09th. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L-shaped salon, garden. 
Location: 3rd Circle, opposes the Spanish Cultural Centra. 

Tel.: 4634450, 4646788 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Rahman Sharif Abdul Jalil, have lost my 
Bangladeshi Passport No. N.0445395. 
Anybody who finds it please call 

Tel.: 810280 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining 
room and sitting room, wide entrance, wide kitchen 
equipped with Jorsal Wood, private phone, central 
heating, new Italian furniture with American electrical 
equipment (and there is also a satellite). 

Location: Sweifieh, Der Ghobar, near the Safeway. 
Home Tel.: 814958, or 079-44339 


f VACANCY FOR 'N 

EXECUTIVE MANAGER 

A newly reconstructed company in the retail market seeks 
to employ an Executive Manager. 

Duties to include administration of the system (based on 
ideal software), control of branches and staff. 

Knowledge of commercial English and previous experi- 
ence an added advantage. 

Contact: Director, 

Phone: 4644013, Fax: 4647337 


VACANCY FOR COMPUTER OPERATOR 

A computer operator preferably with previous experience 
. in data entry and bar coding operations. . 



Matrah Cold Stores LLC 


Various Opportunities in the Sultanate of Oman 


We' are part of a large international marketing and distribution group 
operating in over 25 countries around the world. Engaged in 
various activities, we are recognised leaders in the FMCG and 
Retail industries in the Sultanate of Oman. 

For our new Spinneys Supermarket in Muscat we need highly 
energetic and experienced individuals for the following roles: 


STORE MANAGER 


♦ Extensive hands-on management experience in the Retail 
industry preferably with a reputable supermarket or large retail 
chain in the Gulf; 

♦ Demonstrable commitment to delivering high levels of customer 
service leading to bottomline results; 

♦ Effective team leadership skills and ability to manage a large 
multi-cultural workforce; 

♦ Spoken Arabic stalls will be a definite advantage. 


SUPERVISORS 


♦ At least 2 years experience as a Department Supervisor in a 
reputable supermarket; 

♦ Ability to deliver financial taigets through the effective 
management of a multi-cultural team; 

♦ High degree of customer service orientation; 

♦ Ability to identify business opportunities and act upon them. 


FULLY-SKILLED BUTCHERS / BAKERS / FLORISTS 


♦ At least 2 years relevant experience in a reputable supermarket 
or 5-star hotel; 

♦ High degree of customer service orientation; 

Interested? Then please submit a comprehensive CV together with 
a passport-sized photograph by 5th May 1998 to: 

Matrah Cold Stores LLC 
Human Resources Department 
REF: RTL/XA-MST 

P.O. Box 985, Ruwi 1 12, Sultanate of Oman 

interviews will be held in Amman 
around 12th-13th May. 

An Incbcape 
Awoclate Company 



Economist Urgently Required 

A prominent US consulting firm specializing in economic 
development has an immediate opening for a Trade Economist to 
work on the policy reform component of the AMIR program in 
Amman, Jordan. This is an exceptional opportunity for personal 
growth and development in a professional environment. As well, 
the successful candidate can expect to receive an attractive salary 
and benefits package. 

Duties include analyzing trade policy reforms, reviewing 
baseline efficiency studies, preparing action/work plans, 
planning / managing training workshops, and advising on 
various aspects of WTO accession/compliance requirements. This 
position reports to the component leader on implementation of 
policy reform. 

Strong inter-personal skills are required to successfully work 
with and relate to a cross section of international experts, aid 
donors and senior government officials. The successful candidate 
will have either a Ph.D. or a Master's degree in Economics with a 
specialty or interest in international trade. He or she will be a 
Jordanian citizen, fluent in English and Arabic and have a 
minimum of three to five years work related experience 
depending upon academic qualifications. 

Initial engagement is for one year subject to an initial 
three-month probationary period. This position is renewable 
annually thereafter for up to three additional years based upon 
satisfactory performance. 

The requirement is immediate and starting date is as soon as 
possible. All interested and qualified applicants are immediately 
requested to fax their CV to 560-3599 Attention: Senior Trade 
Economist, AMIR program, Shmeisani, Amman, Jordan for 
consideration. No telephone inquiries please. 

Deadline for receipt of applications is April 30, 1998 

Only candidates selected for an interview will be acknowledged. 
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Mubarak says U.K. vows to 
crack down on ‘terrorists’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said 
Saturday be has secured a promise from British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair to crack down on Islamists sheltering in his coun- 
try, the media reported Saturday. 

"The British prime minis ter has promised that his govern- 
ment will tighten the noose around those belonging to extrem- 
ist groups and will not authorise any violent or terrorist activi- 
ty.” Mr. Mubarak told Egypt’s MENA news agency. 

Mr. Mubarak said he secured from Mr. Blair during their 
meeting in Cairo a week ago a co mmi tment “not to allow 
Britain to be used as a launch-pad (for attacks) or a refuge for 
fugitives and terrorists,” MENA reported. 

In Cairo at the start of his Middle East tour, Mr. Blair 


promised to bring forward proposals for counter-terrorism 
laws amid complaints by Egypt that it provided a safe-haven 
for Islamic militants. 

"I believe Britain is really serious about the fight against ter- 
rorism because it wants to preserve its interests in the Middle 
East and it knows that if stability is threatened everyone will 
pay the price,’* Mr. Mubarak was reportedly quoted by the 
Egyptian government newspaper A] Gomhuriya. 

More than 1360 people have been killed in Egypt in con- 
frontations between Islamists and the authorities since March 
1992, when the violent campaign to overthrow the government 
and set up an Islamic state began. 


Russia decides against pushing 
vote on Iraq’s nuclear program 


UNITED NATIONS (API — 
Russia is calling for an end to 
wide-ranging inspections of 
Iraq's suspected nuclear facilities 
but decided against pushing for a 
vote on the proposal when the 
Security Council reviews Iraqi 
sanctions next week. 

Diplomats said the Russians 
apparently want time to win over 
the United Stales and Britain, 
who have taken the hardest line 
against Iraq on the issue of sanc- 
tions and Baghdad's suspected 
illegal weapons progra mm es. 

Russian Ambassador Sergey 
Lavrov confirmed Friday he had 
circulated a proposal among tbe 
15 council members to shift 
from “intrusive” inspections to 
long-term monitoring and sur- 
veillance of Iraq's nuclear pro- 
gram 

He cited a report this month by 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA; that says it 
found tK) indication that Iraq was 
still crying to construct nuclear 
arms. 

Tbe Security Council meets 
Monday to review die status of 
the 7-year economic sanctions 
(Hi Iraq. 

Tra sure we are not going to 
table it." Mr. Lavrov said of the 
proposal. “We submitted it only 
yesterday, and ... we want others 
to have time to react'* Mr. 


Lavrov said ‘it is tune for the 
council to recognise’' tire find- 
ings of the latest IAEA report 
Mr. Lavrov said he would make 
this argument during Monday's 
council meeting even if he did 
not submit a formal resolution. 

If approved, the Russian pro- 
posal would nx end all interna- 
tional surveillance of Iraq's 
nuclear research programmes. 
But it would shift to “passive 
monitoring 7 ' of known Iraqi 
research facilities. 

It would sharply curtail the 
wide-ranging investigations of 
suspected clandestine nuclear 
research facilities, which die 
IAEA has carried out since 1991 
along with the UJN. Special 
Commission, which is looking 
for banned long-range missiles 
and biological and chemical 
weapons. 

Such a resolution, if approved, 
would have no effect on the 
commission's inspections for 
missiles, chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons. 

Both he commission and die 
IAEA must certify that Iraq has 
dismantled all proscribed 
weapons before the Security 
Council wil] lift economic sanc- 
tions imposed in 1990 after 
President Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait 

Last week, the executive 


chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission. Richard Butler, 
reported it had made ‘Virtually 
no progress'* over the last six 
months in determining whether 
Iraq is still holding long-range- 
missiles and chemical and bio- 
logical weapons. 

In Washington. State 
Department spokesman James 
Rubin said Iraq must first pro- 
vide more information about 
previous efforts to conceal its 
secret nuclear research pro- 
gramme. 

As a permanent council mem- 
ber; Washington could veto the 
Russian proposal although the 
Americans would prefer not to 
do so to avoid appearing isolated 
on the sensitive Iraq issue. 

Diplomats say there is consid- 
erable support within tbe 15- 
member council for acknowl- 
edging Iraqi progress in the 
nuclear field. 

British Ambassador John 
Weston said his government did 
not oppose acknowledging 
progress but considered tbe 
Russian proposal “unbalanced.” 
In Paris. French Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Wes 
Doutriaux said Iraqi progress in 
fee nuclear area “seems clearly 
very significant” and it seemed 
time to end the inspections and 
shift to long-term surveillance. 


Turk court 
formally 
arrests seized 
Kurd rebels 


ANKARA (R) — A T urkish 
state security court on 
Saturday formally arrested 
two top Kurdish rebel guerril- 
las snatched two weeks ago 
by special fences, Anatolian 
news agency said. 

An undercover special 
forces team seized Semdin 
Sakik. known as fingerless 
Zeki and the second top man 
in the outlawed separatist 
group Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), and his brother in the 
Kurdish enclave in northern 
Iraq on April 13. 

They have since been held 
under high security while 
charges were formally pro- 
pared. The arrest onder issued 
in the southeastern city of 
Diyarbakir followed a 12- 
bour interrogation through tbe 
night by four prosecutors. It 
marks a major step towards 
the trial of Sakik. the highest 
ranking rebel captured in the 
13 years of conflict, and his 
brother. 

Sakik had defected to an 
Iraqi Kurd group after split- 
ting with PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan in a row 
over tactics. 
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anew COLLEGE AND THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN THE GULF 
is proud to announce 

a mw program beginning September ms 

PLANNED, ADMINISTERED AND RUN BY 
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VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY IS A STATE UNIVERSITY 

MAJORS OFFERED: IBBilgiSg 

FASHION DESIGN \ 

COMMUNICATION ARTS: ’WPr'--- > ‘ * 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
INTERIOR DESIGN 




Curriculum in line with U.S. standards 
Leading to a V.C.U. awarded 

Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree 





V.C.U’s experienced 
staff offer previously 
unavailable opportunities 
in the field of professional 
design to females of all 
nationalities. 

• LUXURIOUS 
BOARDING 
FACILITIES 
available on campus. 


REGISTRATION STARTS NOW 


For further details or to secure your place, contact: 

simaAi * college m mswn arts 

P.O. BOX 8095, DOHA, QATAR. 

TELEPHONE: (0974) 80S447- FAX: (0974) S08504 
E-MAIL:sig@qatar.net.qa 



CRYING FOR GROWTH: One-year-old Kohei Inami held by an amateur Sumo 
wrestler breaks into tears first to beat fellow toddler Sanshiro Ishikawa during a 
baby crying contest at Sensoji temple in Tokyo Saturday. More than. 60 toddlers who 
were born in 1997 participated in the contest at the temple where babies who cried 
first and cried loudest won honours. The traditional baby crying contest is held 
nationwide in the belief that it will ensure the healthy growth of participating babies 
(Reuters photo) 


Israeli negotiator: Peace with 
Syria was imminent in 1996 


.TEL AVIV [AP) — Israel was 
on the brink of reaching a 
peace agreement with Syria 
two years ago. Israel's former 
chief negotiator said Friday. 

Uri Savin who led the Israeli 
negotiating team in U-S.-host- 
ed talks with die Syrians, said 
that a secret nego tiating chan- 
nel had been set up after Syrian 
President Hafez Assad 
responded verbally and “posi- 
tively" to an Israeli call for 
establishing full diplomatic 
relations. 

According to Savin then- 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
had sent two letters to Mr. 
Assad — written on official 
stationary — calling for the 
sides to reach a peace agree- 


ment. The letters and Ml 
A ssad's response were relayed 
by U.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross. 

In a book to be published 
next week, Mr. Savir for the 
first time divulges that, follow- 
ing the exchange of messages, 
rite two sides held secret meet- 
ings in Washing ton to try and 
hammer out an agreement. 
Then-Israeli ambassador to 
Washington Itamar 

Rabinovitch was not present at 
the meetings. Ml Savir said. 

'‘Peres had never talked 
about temtorial issues but it 
was dear to aD that what was 
being talked about was a com- 
plete withdrawal from tbe 
Golan Heights," said Ml 


Italian deputy flies to Libya 
in defiance of U.N. embargo 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — A right- 
wing Italian MP arrived here 
aboard a chartered plane 
Friday in defiance of a UN. 
ban on flights imposed over 
Libya's failure to cooperate 
with inquiries into the 19SS 
Lockerbie bombing of a US. 
airliner. 

‘Two aircraft hired by right- 
wing Italian MP Vittorio 
SgarbL- flew directly to Tripoli 
airport," the official Libyan 
news agency JANA reported 

The Italian Foreign Ministry 
said the MP was visiting Libya 
on his own personal initiative 
and had given no advance 
notice of his intention to defy 
the UN. baa 

On his arrival Ml Sgarbi 


criticised "the unjust embargo" 
imposed on^TJbya winch’ Be 
blamed on the United States, 
JANA reported 

He said he knew his trip 
would give him “a string of 
problems with die Italian 
authorities.” 

Ml Sgarbi told reporters 
before leaving that he was 
beading to Tripoli in a bid to 
assist an Italian national 
Marcello Sarritzu. whose pass- 
port was confiscated by the 
Libyan authorities last June. 

“Violating the embargo in 
this case is a humanitarian and 
civic act to try and find a quick 
solution to tbe problem." he 
said 

He was accompanied on his 


trip by I talian businessman 
Nicoia Graiiso. The pair char- 
tered two six-sealer planes for 
the trip and left Italy from 
Sarritzu ’s native town of 
Cagliari in Sardinia. 

The UN. Security Council 
imposed the flight ban and a 
similar ban on aim sales in 
1992 following Libya's refusal 
to hand over two suspects in 
the bombing of a U.S. airlin er 
over Lockerbie. Scotland, 
which killed 270 people. 

Libya says the suspects 
would not receive a fair trial in 
Scotland or the United Stales 
and says it will only cooperate 
with a trial held in a neutral 
third country. 


Mossad spies in Bern released 


BERN (AFP) — An Israeli 
undercover agent held in 
Switzerland since a bungled 
telephone lapping operation 
was allowed to leave the coun- 
try Saturday on condition that 
he returns to appear in court, a 
judge said 

Swiss police arrested six 
agents of Israel's Mossad intel- 
ligence service in the early 
morning of Feb. 19 as they 
reportedly tried to tap the tele- 
phone of a Swiss-based mem- 
ber of the Lebanese guerrilla 
movement HizboUah. 

Most of the agents were 
released before the Swiss 
realised who they were and 
immediately returned to IsraeL 

The Israeli who was detained 
appeared before a magistrate 
for a final hearing Friday 
before being released a state- 
ment by an examining magis- 


trate said 

“Investigations into the case 
have been completed there is 
no longer danger of collusion,” 
it continued 

The court had accepted 
assurances from the Israeli 
government guaranteeing that 
the agent would keep his word 
and comply with any sum- 
mons to appear in court in 
Switzerland 

A substantial surety had also 
been deposited 

Israel's attorney general 
Elyakim Rubinstein, went to 
Switzerland to negotiate the 
release of the Israeli agent kept 
in custody. 

Acceding to a Swiss state- 
ment at rite time. Ml 
R ubinstein had acknowledged 
that Swiss law was violated by 
the Mossad agents and had 
passed on the “Israeli govern- 


ment's wish to have tbe 
enquiry conclude as quickly as 
posable.” 

Swiss authorities said the 
Mossad agent had admitted he 
bad been prepared “to violate 
telephone secrecy and accom- 
plish a mission for his country 
in tbe struggle against tenor- 
ism. to save lives and to con- 
tribute to preventing other 
attempted murders by 
HLzbonah.” the federal exam- 
ining magistrate said in the 
statement- 

investigations had began 
Feb. 19 against the Mossad 
agent Tor acts carried out ille- 
gally for a foreign state, for 
political intelligence and mili- 
tary intelligence to the preju- 
dice of a foreign state,” the 
magistrate's statement said. 


Oldest U.S. film" 
festival opens j 


Savin who claimed that an 
agny-fnenf would have been 
reached in “- -half a year or 
nine months.” Such revelations 
could shed some light on the 
gaps between Israeli and 
Syrian positions for resuming 
the negotiations, which came 
to a halt in Primary 1996. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, along with others 
in his government, has called 
for the resumption of talks. But 
Syria insists the negotiations 
resume from the point where 
they left off — namely honour- 
ing a tacit agreement in which 
Israel reportedly agreed to 
withdraw from the disputed 
Golan Heights in exchange for 
peace. 


Mali man held 

in New Jersey 
phone card scam 


JERSEY CITY (R) — A 
West African man has been 
charged with stealing more 
than a thousand telephone 
calling card numbers, many 
of them by looking over the 
shoulders of callers at a New 
York City railroad station, 
officials said. They said 
many of the numbers stolen 
were issued by Bell Atlantic 
Corp. and AT&T, but tbe 
number of companies affect- 
ed by the scam was not dis- 
closed. Authorities alleged 
Cheick Hamalla Dairra, a 
part-time bus driver from 
Mall used the numbers to 
call Africa, Europe, die 
Middle East and Asia, and 
was also selling die numbers. \ 
Some of them were traced to 
Chinese nationals in 
Washington, D.C. who used 
them to make more than 
$257,000 worth of calls. 


Minister’s energy-sav- 
ing drive' mns 
into trouble 


LONDON (AFP.) - 
Britain's Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott was 
left red-faced Saturday after 
he took die controls of a 
mock-up of a new solar- 
powered car — and then 
pranged it Prescott, who has 
been criticised for using his 
gas-guzzling Jaguar, was not 
quick enough on tbe brakes 
of the dark blue environmeiK 
tally-friendly car, specially- 
produced by Honda for a' 
television advertisement j 
Minutes earlier he was,- 
explaining the benefits of 
using the sun’s rays to power 
new inodes of transport 


Carry On 
celebrates 40 years 
of sexual innuendo 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
“Cany On” films, which 
turned sexual innuendo into 
an art form, are celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of tbe 
first rib-tickling movie being 
released. Tbe celluloid 
equivalent of the dirty sea- 
side postcard, launched in 
1958 with “Cany on 
Sergeant”, won an unlikely 
cult following around the 
world with predictable gags 
that made audiences both 
laugh and groan. “Good old 
honest smuT was how the 
late actor Kenneth William* 
once described the films in 
which he often started as a 
camp “Queen of Doubfe 
Entendre.”- 


King Fahd considers pardon for nurses 


RIYADH (AP) — King Fahd 
is considering an appeal seek- 
ing pardon for two British 
nurses jailed in Saudi Arabia, 
newspapers reported Saturday. 

Tbe families of Deborah 
Parry and Lucille McLauchian 
have sent a written appeal to 
King Fahd asking him to par- 
don and release the nurses, the 
papers reported. 

King Fahd is currently ■‘con- 
sidering with compassion’ the 
request, the A1 Riyadh newspa- 
per said quoting Sp « d i 

■Ambassador to England Ghazi 
AlGosaibL 

Parry and McLauchian were 
convicted in the murder of 
Australian nurse Yvonne 

Gilford in August 1997. but 


have been in jafl in the eastern 
Saudi city of Damman since 
their arrest in December 1996. 

“We have learned that justice 
in the kingdom has taken its 
course and the matter has 
ended by reaching a legal ver- 
dict and that the case is now in 
your hands and that you have 
the right to pardon^," said die 
letter carried in Arabic by the 
papers. 

“Wfe submit this appeal to 
you on humanitarian grounds 
hoping thai you would issue a 
pardon for the two nurses and 
order their release as soon as 
possible.” said die letter signed 
by McLauchlao’s husband 
Grant Feme, and Parry’s sister 
and brother-in-law Sandra and 


Jonathan Ashbee. 

Feme and McLauchian were 
married in Saudi Arabia in 
November. 

Ms. Pany, 39, was convicted 
of stabbing Gilford to Hpatft 
but escaped beheading when 
Ms. Gilford's brother waived 
his right to demand the death 
penalty in exchange far 
money, as allowed by Saudi 
law. She is awaiting sentenc- 
ing. 

Ms. McLauchian, 32, was 
found guilty of bring an acces- 
soty and sentenced in 
September to right years in 
prison and 500 lashes. 

, The lashing has not been car- 
ried our yet 


Colombia to give 
slain drag lord’s 
ranch to poor 


BOGOTA (AFP) — 
Colombian President . 
Ernesto Samper will give a j 
ranch that once belonged to j 
s lain drug lord WjIo ; 
Escobar to 100 families djs- j 
placed by fighting, an official • 
said. The Napoles ranch in . 
northwest Colombia j 
farmland, cattle and fishing* j 
and was expropriated by d* 
government after Escobar 
was killed by p°fa* H 1 
Medellin In December 199* 
The ranch also has a z® 0, 
according to Cesar Garo^ t 
the president’s, advisor J* 
displaced persons, w “° 
announced the donation- 
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SAN FRANCISCO, iAFP} 
— The 41st San Ffajxisco 
International Him Festival, 
the oldest of its kind in the 
United States, has opened 
with a screening of Titian 
Gabeifs movie “Wade^on 
the life of writer arid wj 
Oscar Wilde. A gala opening 
was held late Thursday wife 
actress Sharon Stone, who 
lives in San Francisco shyg 
her recent marriage, to local 
journalist Phil Brcnstria 
Oscar-winning actor Nicolas 
Cage received the Peter j. 
Owens prize in honour of fa 
festival's founder. The festi- 
val win show 174 U.S. and 
foreign films, including a 
three-hour documentary qo 
the life of Italian actor 
Marcello Mastroiannl 
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